CONFIDENTIAL. ] 


Se ee Lenny ae ae im „ eee ae ey 


[No. 29 of 1912. 


REPORT 


NATIVE PAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 20th July 1912. 


CONTENTS. 
| 
Pon Pen. 
I.— Forex Politics. 0 - Working of the Courte— 
Bombardment of the holy shrine of Meshed „ 803 4 Clarke’s case see ove „ 813 
Results of the interview _... ic see „ 
An Indian Musalman on the Meshed incident ... 805 4 Small Cause Court at Hoog hly ose * 816 
A poem on the Meshed incident isa „ 00, The Indian Civil Service and ‘District Judgeships ib. 
Dazfol * sos ib. Jurors at Jessore ove eee „ 
Relations of Russia and Turkéy oo Om 
Turko-Italian War and the duty of the English ... 806 
Conspiracy against the Khedive and war at Tripoli 46, (c)—Jatls— 
The Russian and Italian outrages in Meshed and 
Tri oli eee eee eve ib. Nil. 
The Danger Trans-Caspian ‘Railway... „ 
Lord Kitchener's departure to England * ib. 
Situation in China ves 807 (d)—Education— 
Indian Nikhs in British Columbia ac OM 
Educational Conference at Daeca ove *. 815 
The proposed Musalman —— 5 ib. 
II—Homs ADMINISTRATION. A ve rer maa for Bengal 4 1 816 
b : The Provincial Educational Service _... ib. 
(a) Police The Persian course at the Matriculation Kxamin- : 
ation eee eee i — 
The proposed traffic rules for Calcutta «. 807 A serious difficulty of students oe coe 5. 
Ibid s 5 5 . Fees in the Malda Zilla School sah “a: oe 
Ibid 5 eee coe * 808 A Madrasah in the Howrah District... ib. 
Ibid coe ose coe „ . Complaints about the Comilla Government School 817 
Ibid see oe ose „ ib. 5 ed high-handed act of a Sub-Inspeotor of 
Ibid 5 sie a „ 809 ools soa a. om 
Did ws a nee . Py com in Eastern Bengal 5 
Did te 4 5 „ Government of India industrial scholars 1 
Ibid 8 se os “= Education of Anglo-Indians tee oc a 
Ibid o ia 8 „ ib. Dr P. C. Ray, c. 1. x. „ 818 
Did 1 we oe 3 Lord Carmichael’s appreciation of a book 3 
Ibid 50 . in 
Ibid a pi ** „ 
Ibid an: ne (e) — Looal Self- Government and Municipal Adntinis- 
Mr. Justice Holmwood and cotton-gambling — * tration— 
er eet 900 * 810 
bs ‘ 
The — I a tates 3 : Water scarcity in re and diversion of the 8 
Police spies on political suspects and others — ceeds of the Roa 28 hae of the (he i 
The extortion of oonfessions by the police ib. The dispute over the election of the Chairman e 4 
olice oppression ib. an Midnapore Municipality ‘ies 100 5 
7 se eee 10. 
„ on dafadars in the Midnapore 1 4 Hooghly District Posed bungle wit °. 
Arunachal Asram affai ne 85 ee ater-supply in Calcutta ... se soo: ae 
The Jagatsi incident — Sir A. Earle „„ . The College Square, — vat se wy 
Oppression by Chandale in Sylhet „ 90. Ibid 185 2 W 
— — 2 J 22 8 500 By 
— Ive police in Jessore an u na 812 : , 
Punitive 2 police in Munshiganj a ( f Questions affecting the land— 
“Shah Jahan —an objectionable drama „ ib. 
Jagir to Bat Ramsaday Mukherjee „ 813 Settlement disputes in Mymensingh 5 819 


4 
— — — — - 


8 
— — 
— — 9 orm * 


Pace. 


(9)—Railways and Communications, including 
Canals and Irrigation— — 


Water-logging and consequent destruction of 
crops — by a railway line in Jamalpore . 819 


A railway complaint ove * 820 
An * to the advancement of Indian trade , ib. 
Native passengers in Railway trains „ 00. 
(h)—General — 
Birthday Honours . 820 
Lord Crewe on Self-Government in India *. 821 
| Ibid eee eee eee eee ib. 
Ibid eee eee eee LI 6b, 
Ibid eee eee eee eee ib. 
Self. Government in India soe 822 
A Royal Commission to enquire into the public — 
service in India ste ses „ 1 
Idid er 823 
Compensation to Mr. Clarke one „. 
Compensation to acquitted accused =... *. bb. 
Rumoured territorial redistribution . 6% 10. 
A fresh partition * 824 
A new subdivision in the Tippera District wo» 826 
Partition of Mymensingh ... 500 % 
bid eee fae ees oe 826 
I bid YY) eee ib. 
Temporary construction at Delhi ove „% 1. 
Ibid ib. 
Alleged squandering of money on public buildings id. 
Thanks to Government eee me 
Bengali selfishness a 
High Court and Universit ‘for Bihar . „ 158. 
The capital of Bihar and Orissa ove see 827 
The itinerant Government ... 4 . 
A postal complaint ii 9 
Military expenditure in India ib. 
The Currency office proposal about lost and stolen 
notes 500 “es „% 828 
A child’s petition to the Viceroy 5 „ 15. 
Protection needed by India ine „ * 
Extension of the cultivation of cotton ., ib. 
Government expenditure on propagation of Chris- 
tianity 700 eee 0 „6% b. 


( 798 ) 


Paar, 
(h)—General— concluded. 
1 21 1 ee public officers in 
Eastern 3 ves „ 829 
Sir Archdale Karle ove * a * 
Lord Carmichael’s courtse eco an 
Ship-building industry of India eee „ . ’ 
IIT.—Lzeisiation. e 
Effects of the Factories Act on * 88 


IV.—Native Srarzs. 


Nil. 


V.—ProsPects OF THE OROrS AND CONDITION OF 
THE PROPLE. 


Nil. 


VI.—M IscBLLanEgovs. 


Babus Surendra Nath and Bhupendra Nath giving 


a aw undertaking on a political matter . 829 
eee one eee 9600 1b, 
The ideas of the Indians oo 830 


Rumoured departure of Lord Hardinge from India ib. 


Ugiya Parzars. 


Public opinion in Orissa... * coe 831 


PAGE, 


829 
ib. 
ib. 

ib. 


829 


31 


0 


799 ) 


PART I OF WEEKLY REPORT. 


List OF VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS. 


(Corrected up to the 11th May 1912.) 


No, | Name of Publication, Where published, Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
1 5 9 * 5 8 6 
— — ö — — 
BENGALI. 
1 | * Bangaratns ” Krishnagar ... „, Weekly ... , | Kanai Lal Das; Hindu, Karmokar; age 25 years ..  ... £00 
„„ „ | Dey mm reer tae 
S |“ Seakers Deepen” | Beakers == =| De. ~ | “Viswaosth Mukbarjl, Diy Brahmin, 48 Jarl. 8 85 
4% Barisal Hitaishi’’ Barisal „ „% Do, „ „% eee 3. wee 600 
5 „ Banga Janani ” Rangpur (Bhotmari) Do. „ eee | Sasi Mohan Adhikari, Baidya, age $7 years „ 8 
6 | ** Basumati”’ see | Calcutta oo | Do. ove ae tee ar Ben 1 — oo Adhikhari, age 41 18,000 to 20,000 
7 | “ Birbhum Hitaishi” | Bolepur (Birbhum)| Do... Vibakar Banerji; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 43 years ... $50 
8 „ Birbbum Varta”... | Suri (Do.) Do.. ., Debendra Nath Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 88 years 960 
9 | “Birbhum Vasi” ... | Rampurhat ( Do.) Do. ss. „ | Nil Ratan Mukherji, B.a., Brahmin, age 44 years seo „ 250 
10 | * Biswadut“ „„ | Howrah 1111 ee eee a Nath Pal Chaudhuri; Hindu, Kayastha : age 36 1.500 
11 | * Burdwan Sanjivani’| Burdwan... =... Do...... Probodhananda Sarkar, B. I., Kayastha, age 81 years ove 500 
9 8 Bhowanipore. Do. „ | Hem Chandra Nag, Kayastha, age years 500 to 700 
18 “ Charumihir , Mymensingh... ..| Do. ww.  . | Baikuntha Nath Sen, B. L., Kayastha, age 42 years ... 3,100 
1s | « . Varata-|Chinsura ... . DO. . Dinanath Mukherji, Brahmin, age 46 ren. 850 
15 | ** Dainik Chandrika | Calcutta sis . 1 on | Hari Das Dutt and Kshetra Nath Sen a ee 4,000 
16 [„ Dacca Gazette . | Dacca „ | Weekly . .. | Satya Bhusan Dutt Roy, Baidya, age 46 years — — 60 
17 | “ Dacca Prakas” „ Do. eee „ „ | Mukhunda Behari Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 48 yrs 
18 [Education Gazette” | Chinsura . 6 1 Nibaran Chandra Bhattacharjee, Brahmin, age 36 1,500 3 
. > 
19 | “Faridpur Hitaishini’| Paridpor ...... | Fortnightly ... | Raj Mohan Mazumdar, Baidya, age about 72 vs. 40 
20 | **Gaud Dut ” ve | Malda ... „ „, Weekly ... , Krishna Chandra Agarwalla VVV 50065 
21 | “Hindu Ranjika” „, | Rajshabi ii his Do. ea Kasinuddin Sarkar, Muhammadan, Printer, age 41 years w+. 185 
22 | ‘‘Hindusthan” „„ Calcutta Ff Ä gp, ᷣ ↄͤ ò6 a ae ae ee 1,000 
23 | Hitavadi“ , „„ Do... „ „ Do. we oo | An@kul Chandra Mukherji and Sakharam Ganesh Deushkar | 20,000 to 30,000 
“4 | “Islam Rabi” „ Mymensingh., «| Do.. | Maulvi Nazimuddin Ahmad, Musalman, age about 35 years 700 
25 | “Jagaran” „ „ Bagerbat oe a ae —. About 300 
26 | ‘* Jasohar we | Jessore 5 Do. + Ananda Mohan Chaudhuri; Hindu, Kayastha oo one 500 
Jyoti“ „ | Chittagong . . DO.. „ Kall Sankar Chakravati, Brahmin, age 4 years „% e. 980 
“Kalyani” „ „, Magura 5 „ e Bisweswar Mukherji, Brahmin, age 48 years ine 900 
* Kasiporc Nibasi” „, Barisal „ of Do. . „ Pratep Chandra Mukherji; Brahmin : age e years .,. | 500 
Ehulna vai „„ Khaina oe ore | Do. „ Gopal Chandra Mukherji; Hindu, Brahmin, age 81 years 850 
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No. | Name of Publication. Where published. Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
ry 2 8 | oo ce a 
Bay GaLi—concid, 
91 | ‘* Malda Samachar” | Malda „ „ Weekly... Kali Prassanna Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 42 years “ 440 
$2 | Manbhum“ „ | Purulia — | „ ee | Bugala Charan Ghosh; Hindu, Kayastha ; age 4) years About 600 
33 |'Midnapore Hitaishi’’| Midnapore .. .. Do. „ „ Manmatha Nath Nag, Kayastha, age 35 years ove 200 
34 | ‘'Medini Beandhab” | Midnapore ... . Do. „ oe | Deb Das Karan; Hindu, Sadgop ; age 44 years oe — 600 
zs |**Mahamaya” ., Chins ura... Do. „„ „ | Hem Sasi Som, Kayastha, age 57 years VVV 150 
$6 | ** Moslem Hitaisbi . . Calcutta oe „„ | Do. oes Shaik Abdur Rahim and Mozummul Haque oo = ase wwe | 4.00 to 8,000 
37 „ Mubammadi .. Ditto „5 „% ae nS so ge Musalman, age 37 years, and 2,000 
88 * 3 Hi. | Saidabad — Do. .. | Banwari Lal Gcewami ; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 46 years „ 162 
a ® 
$9 | * Nayak”... —© «+ | Calcutta ooo „ee | Daily = nee~S—si:« Birendra Chandra Ghosh and Panchkari Banerjee .. „ 1,500 to 3,000 
40 „ Navavanga ”’ Chandpur „ „, Weekly ...  ... | Harendra Kisore Ray, Kayastha, age 25 year. 502 
41 [ Noakhali Sammilani“ Noakhali „ „% |. „ Sasi Bhushan Das, Kayastha a ae a ee Se 200 
an „ Niher”™ „ « | Contai ae Do. „ ov | Madhu Rudan Jana, Brahmo, age 43 years v0 
% Pallivarta ” ... | Bongong 8 ee ee | Charu Chandra Ray; Hindu, Kayastha; age 88 years a 5.0 
% Pallivasi“ Kalna 2 e 0. „ „ee Sasi Bhushan Banerji, age 47 years „ 2 ae $00 
„ Pabna Hitaishi ”’ Pabna a a .» | Busanta Kumar Vidyavinode, Bhattacharyya, Brahmin, 100 
age 39 years, 
46 | “ Praja Bandhu” ... | Tippera eee * | Fortnightly Munshi Muhammad A: Mean, Musalman, age 53 years 200 
47 | “ Prasun ” Katwa „ „oer. 1 one hag oe 4 age 47, and Banku 618 
48 | “ Pratikar ” „ | Berhampur . Do. „ | Kamakshya Prasad Ganguly, Brahmin, age 64 years 503 
„ Purulia Darpan ., Purulia " Do. eee Amulya Ratan Chatterji, Brahmin, age 41 years „ About 700 
60 | * Rajeakti’? oo *. Do. ne tee | Do. oe Bagala Charan Ghosh, Kayastha, age 41 years 1 110 
51 I' Ratnakar“ „ | Asansol J “a Satya Kinkar Banerji, Brahmin, age 26 years „ 500 
62 | ‘*‘ Rangpur Durpan”| Rungpur ( Bhotmari) Do, - Braja Nath Basak ; Hindu, Tanti ; age 52 years a a 200 
838 „% Rangpur Dikprakas Ditto ditto ...{ Do. ooo = oo | Hara Sarkar Moitra, Brahmin, age 66 years * 300 
54 | “Gos? Calcutta a oe ». Jnanendra Nath Dus, M. A., B. L., Brahmo, age 58 years 6 500 to 800 
bB | ‘*Banjaya” ...  o- Farid pur a 5 ies Nath Ghosh, Kayasths, age about 88 years „ +» 500 
LGS | “Sanjivani”... . | Calcutta ae on ». | Lalit Mohan Das, late Professor, City Colleze; Sibnath 11, (00 
yt — K Mitten — 
57 “ Sansodhini ” Chittagong. „, Do. .. Ka Chandra Das Gupta, Brahmo, age 60 years i 308 
6 |“ Subrid” “ .. Perojpur „ | Fortnightly . Ram Chandra Pal, Kayastha  ... „ „ ew 200 
59 ** Sulabh Samachar ’’| Calcutta oe Me | Weekly 2  « | Jaladhar Sen, Kayastha, age 51 years „ ave one 25,000 
60 | “Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-| Ditto . « | Rasik Mohan Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 89 years, and 2.500 
N Bu zar Mrinal Kanti Ghosh. 
€1 [ Siksha Samachar”! Dacca aes eo ce | Abinas Chandra Gupta, M. A., B. L., Baid ya, age 36 years see 
62 | Tippera Guide” ... | Comilla ak so 3 . 
63 | ‘* Tippera Hitaishi’’ | Tippera 6 „ | Kamaniya Kumar Singha, Brahmo, age 23 years. „ 700 
64 |“ Vartababa ” eo | Ranaghat .. | Do, ee eo | Girija Nath Mukherji; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 41 years 500 to 600 
6S |‘ Viswavarta ” «- | Dacca „ ot oh „ „ eee, nee Gupta, M. A., B. L.; Hindu, Baidya age 12,000 
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No. | Name of Publication. | Where published. Edition, Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 

1 8 | 3 * 7 6 
HIꝝDI. 
66 [ Bajrangi Samachar Jamore (Gaya) . Monthly .. «. — 
„Bharat Mitra’? , Oalontta 4. „ Weekly . ., | Ambika Prasad Bajpayi een a About 4,000 
eg | Mint. Bharat Do. me tae a ae 1 — 8 8 Brehnia, age 45; 2, 300 
69 | “ Bihar Bandhu” ... | Patna „ = ee Weekly ... Mahabir Parsad Bania * eae ne 400 
70 * Biharee ee Zankipore . DO. 1 — i Basudeo Narayan Singh and Purushottam Parsad 700 
71 („har Bandhu” ... | Banchi „„ „ | “FOrtnightly ., | Rev. Dr. A. Nottrott eS a me 1,250 
72 „ Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta soe » | Weekly oo .. | Hari Krishna Joahar, Khetri, age $6 years ove 2 1,500 
73 „ Hitrarta wai Do. eae Do. „„ | Babu Rao Paradkar ; Mahratta, Brahmin ; age 30 years ... 8,000 to 4,000 
74 | Lakshmi“ oe | Gaya oe „„ Monthly. ... {JMahadeo Parsad, age 88 years ove = oes 200 
1 * ä 3 Calcutta „ „Weekly „. . R. K. Tebriwalla; Hindu, Agarwalla; age 41 years... ... 500 
76 |**Siksha” .. «| Bankipore vee Do. ave Pandit Sakal Narayan Pandey Kavyatirtha, Brahmn 200 
77 % Mithila Mihir” ... | Darbhanga — Do. „ Pandit Joganand Kamar 3 600 
78 | “Satya Sanatan | Calcutta ove Do. „ | Radha Mohan Gokuiji; Hindu, Vaisya ; age 47 years ont 600 
Dharma.” 
79 % Tirhut Samachar | Muzaffarpur... ..| DO. „, Sangeswar Prasad Sarma, Brahmin a “00 
URDU. 
80 | Al Punch „ | Bankipore oe | Weekly ... „ | Syed Ahsan, Muhammadan, age 40 years 1 800 
61 | ** Darul Hukumat | Calcutta 6 000 ba aa di. Hafiz Bux Ellahi, Muhammadan, age 42 years ws „ „ 1,000 
82 | * Durbar Gazette “en } Do. „ „Daily. ove |. Nawab Ali, Muhammadan a eae” ae 1,600 
83 % Star of India” „ | Arrah ... „ ec Weekly « | Muhammad Zahurul Haque, Muhammadan, age 61 years 687 
PERSIAN. | 
84 [% Hablul Matin” ... | Calcutta we „Weekly and daily | Syed Jelaluddin, Shiah Muhammadan, age. 61 years — 1,000 
Ungrra. 

88 „% Garjatbasini” „ Talchar State „Weekly... ., | Bhagirathi Misra, Brahmin, age 45 years „„In Orlasa. 
86 | se Sambelpur Hitai- | Deoghar „ „ Do. I. „„ one Dina Bandhu Gornayak, Chaga, age 87 years.. 8 Do. 
87 „ Samvad Vaheka” | Balasore „ „„ Do. „e Kasinath Panda, Brahmin, age. Myears om „ — 400 
88 20 Uriye 420 Nava- | Balasore „ „% DO. „, Ram Tarak Sen; Hindu, Tamli’;age 50 years we sn ote 450 
89 |“ Utkal Varta” „ Calcutta ww. DO. „ Hrisikesh Pandey Kaviraj „% „ „* 506 
xn [Ome a el Oe 8 1,200 
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Additions to, and alierations in, the list of Vernacular Newepapers as ii stood on the 18% 


May 1912. 
No Name of Publication, W here published. | Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Oiroulation 
1 | “Sarba Hitaishi’’® 0 Baukipore „Daily own en Prasad, (caste and age not | Not known, 
1 nown „ 
2 [The Calcutta General Calcutta ve Weekly. 
Advertiser.” | 
3 |‘ Narad” .. | Chapra cee | Ditto. 
4 |‘ Narad” see | Ditto coe | Daily. | 
5 |‘ Dbruba Tara „ | Mymensingh „Weekly. 
6 |“ Hitavarta ” „ee | Chittagong © „Ditto. 
7 |“ Subarna Banik „Calcutta „Ditto. 
8 J Teli Samachar »» | Barh | „Monthly 
No. 83 “ Medinipur Hitaishi - the circulation has risen from 200 to 450 
No 34 “ Medini Bandhav —the circulation has gone down from 600 to 426 
No. 38 “ Murshidabad Hitaishi - the circulation has risen from 162 to 20), 
No. 45 “ Pabna Hitaishi — the circulation has risen from 100 to 600. 
No. 27 Jyoti ’—the circulatlon has risen from 980 to about 1,800-—-2,000, 
No. 67 “ Sansodhini’’—the circulation has risen from 300 to 400. 
No. 78 % Satya Sanat an Dharma — has ceased to exist. 
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I.—F orEIGN PoLrrics. 


Rxrzkkixd to the question of Russian bombardment of the holy shrine of 
Meshed, about which the British Government has 
a of the holy shrine yeceived messages of protest from all parts of 
‘ | India, the Star of India [ Arrah] of the 12th July 
enquires if the Government would do justice by hanging the cruel offender or 
at least deal out some slaps to him. The Muhammadans of India must, 
however, know thut parties of equal position seldom receive such treatment 
from each other, and so what can be expected from the British Government 
in this matter? The fact is that since last century all the Powers, of whom 
Russia heads the list, have decided to divide Persia among themselves. 
Nasiruddin Shah Kachar ruled in peace and with skill. Muzafferuddin Shah, 
who succeeded him, granted the Persians Constitutional Government, which 
was dissolved by his son and successor Muhamad Ali Shah. This was followed 
by unrest throughout the country, giving rise to civil wars which destroyed the 
power and prestige of Persia. Muhammad Ali left the country making it a 
victim to Russian treachery. When the Parliament devised means for 
reorganizing the Government of the country by making certain reforms 
Russia instigated Muhammad Ali to invade the country and when he failed she 
played another trick. This time she persuaded some of the traitors of Meshed 
to revolt and plunder the people, thus affording her an excuse, in the shape of 
protecting her own subjects, for bombarding the holy shrine of Meshed, so that 
the people of that place might be held responsible for the outrage committed 
there and not the Russians. At the same time, the same traitors pro- 
vided the British Government with an opportunity to interfere by 
plundering some English subjects. Fortunately, the English pardoned them 
otherwise, the country would have long been ruined by Russia on one side 
and England on the other. Such being the long and short of the case, the 
paper expresses its inability to say how the English would condemn Russia for 
her actions in Meshed. A country full of traitors and covetous people is 
hardly expected to live peacefully. So it is clear, concludes the paper, that so 
long as the Muhammaduns remain greedy, Persia cannot escape the fate of 
Russian usurpation, even if the liberal- minded Muhammadans of the whole 
world join hands in expressing their sympathy with the Persians or scratch 
their own skins in anger. 

2. Referring to the recent interview of the Russian and the German 
Emperors, the Nama-i-Mugaddas Hablul Matin 
[Calcutta] of the 8th July writes :— 

It is known to all who read newspapers that the Potsdam interview of the 
two Emperors had resulted in a great revolution in Persia and Turkey. Even 
before the interview was over, the Russian Government increased its troops in 
the provinces of Azirbijan, specially in the neighbourhood of Urumia, Ardbel 
and Gilan. It is not necessary, however, to describe the evil consequences 
of this increase to Persia, This was followed by the Italian attack on Tripoli. 
Russia and Italy now became fast friends to the alarm of Turkey, specially in 
regurd to Russia’s designs in Asia Minor and Anatolia. This alarm paralysed 
Turkey's efforts to oppose Italy to such an extent, that the latter freely 
attacked all Turkish ports. 

The present interview of the two Emperors would also greatly affect 
Persia and Turkey. Germany has her eyes on the Turkish Asia Minor, and if 
she does not settle its future movements there in consultation with Russia, she 
may fall into difficulties. 

The politicians kuow that the present policy of Germany is to increase 
her 1 by war, and there is no room for expansion except in countries 
under 1 ic rule. There is no land in Africa or Europe which Germany 
may hope to take without severe fighting, and as long as the question of Asia 
Minor and Central Asia is not settled, to advance towards the Far East is not 
without danger, for there is Japan to reckon with on the one hand and other 
rivals of Germany on the other. It is also very difficult (for Germany ) to 
get the assent of all the Powers, specially England and France, to move in that 
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direction, as the influence of these two Powers in tire Heavenly kingdom ig 
supreme, and they would not easily agree to create a rival in Germany in those 
parts. It is therefore that Germany wants to settle the question of Asia Minor 
and Central Asia first. Should she be successful in this attempt, it will cause such 
an anxiety to England about India thatsbe will have to apply all her resources to 
make that country safe from foreign attacks, and will, consequently, find herself 
unable to check German progress towards the Far East. Though the object of the 
interview of the two Emperors is, apparently, a division of the Islamic countries, 
the real motive is to break the Power of the English in Asia. By increasing her 
army and navy Germany has become a source of great anxiety to England, 
who, thinking that Russia would be able to keep Germany in check in Europe 
for some time, made alliance with her with the help of France, but the alliance, 
instead of securing any advantage, has involved England into loss, specially 


as regards Persia. Russia is now playing a double game, viz., professing 


friendship with France and Engiand to gain her ends, but at heart remaining 
attached to Germany. By following this os Russia is trying to make up 
what she had lost by her defeat in the Far East. Having now become rival of 
England in Asia she casts her eyes, to the great anxiety of England, on India, 
and in addition enjoys advantages in other places such as Mongolia, Azirbijan, 
Gilan and Khorassan. Snce the adoption of a peace-making policy England has 
made her rivals, Germany and Russia, very bold to the prejudice of her interest 
in the neighbourhood of India for the present, and a source of fear in the future. 
The interview of Lord Haldane with the German ministers did not produce 
the desired result, for both the Powers are increasing their military strength. 
Russia, also, in the name of friendship desires to place her navy on a stronger 
footing, with the help of English and French army. The immediate cause of 
the present interview is said to be Germany's anxiety about the Trans-Persian 
Railway scheme, and though its result is not yet known the politicians surmise 
that Central Asia and Asia Minor, specially the Persian Gulf, would form a 
subject of special discussion. The consequences may be a direct blow to 
Persia and Turkey, but difficulties would be caused for England too. All this 
is due to the political blunders of Sir Edward Grey, who has not become 
careful as yet though books have been written on the subject. The Baghdad 
Railway line would soon be completed, and the Persian Gulf would become the 
centre of disputes with the Powers, and an object of their international rivalry. 
2 English would not be able to establish their claim of supermacy over the 
ulf. 

The shallow thinkers of Persia and Turkey, who do not understand the 
real object of this interview, are engaged in civil wars and seek protection of 
the foreigners. Had the Persian Government any politicians in it, it would not 
have fallen into the clutches of the English and the Russians but since this is 
so, all matters concerning Persia would be decided without a reference to her. 

In fact, a Company for a Trans-Peisian railway has already been formed 
in Paris, and its members elected and the preliminary capital has also been subs- 
cribed without waiting for a reply from Persia, who has so far only promised to 
refer the scheme to the Mejliss of the ministers. The Times says that the 
authorities of the Peisian Government have given their unqualified con ent to 
the Angio-Russian scheme, perhaps because Persia is not in a position to 
withhold the same. Germany, also, in order to strengthen her position in 
Central Asia, wants to obtain railway concessions in the neutral zone of Persia, 
and since the Persians have already submitted to Russia and England in this 
matter no wonder if they are obiliged to accept the German proposal also. 
We „ ge here what we have often said, that the final division of Persia 
depends upon the settlement of the railway question. We admit that a railway 
line would be beneficial to Persia but not a railway constructed by the English 
and Russians but one which the Persians are able to constract. themselves or which 
involves international interests. We cannot be duped into the belief that by 
the partnership of France the line has become international, for the three 
Powers France, England and Russia may be considered to be one and the same 
and ere long France would make over her share in the scheme to England and 
Russia for a consideration. We have already seen this in the case of Egypt 
and Morocco. If the Persians understand their real position, they should give 
up any hopes of help from the foreigners, leave aside their selfishness and take 
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advantage of the present political rivalry, which alone may save their country 
from being divided which is the object of the proposed railway line. 

The settlement of the 'T:ipoli question and the termination of the Turko- 
Italian war would be one of the results of the interview. The English have also, 
in consideration of their future in the Mediterranean Sea, decided to settle the 
question of Egypt. The hue and cry of a conspiracy against the Khedive and 
Lord Kitchener, and the going of the latter to London are also due to the above 
consideration. It affords an opportunity to Ger: any also to demand a share in 
the Turkish Asia Minor. There would he nt to wonder at if the 
English obtain a written acknowledgment from the Khedive of their posses- 
sion of Egypt, exactly in the same way as the French have obtained it from 
Maula Hafiz regarding Morocco. The Turk’s, who are so much engrossed in 
their own effairs, both external and internal, on the one hand and entertain 
hopes of receiving help from the English on the other, are not likely to raise 
any objection to the arrangement about t. 

One of the politicians thinks that the Turkish officials have committed blun- 
ders just as the Persians did. It would have been better for Turkey to inflame, 
in the beginning of the attack on Tripoli, the Balkan fire so that the Powers 
might be entangled with each other to the salvation of Turkey. Another 
politician says that the protection of the English from the German and 
Russian attacks, depends on England not allowing a chanye to be made in the 
present political condition of Islam. She made the greatest political mistake 
in making over Morocco, an Islamic country, to the French. With the 
support of the people of Morocco, Tunis, Algiciras, India, Java, etc., who 
have now come to realize their own importance and nationality, England can 
offer a successful opposition to Russia and Germany, otherwise she will have to 
suffer irreparable loss. ‘The defence of the Empire and the maintenance of 
her importance as well as that of the territories under her sway, are possible 


only with the help of the Moslem people and Government. ‘The consequence 


of any other course would be Tt what she has been suffering for the past 
few years on account ofthe political blunder of Sir Edward Grey. 

3. Commenting on an article subscribed by an Indian Musulman ramed 
Syed Ahmad, who finds fault with and upbraids the 
Persians for not sacrificing their lives for the pro- 
tection of the Meshed shrine while the Russians 
were bombarding it, the Nama-t-Mugaddas Hablul Ma tin | Calcutta} of the 8th 
July says :— 

Though the correspondent is to a certain extent right in what he says 
but he appears to be ignorant of the politics of the vorld and the principles of 
revolutions in other countiies. Otherwise, he would not have found fault with 
the Persians, who have not, so far, seen even one hundredths of the ups and 
downs which a country experiences in the time of a revolution. If the Persians 
failed to do their duty in the Khorassan affa:r, there is no reason why the 
Indian Musalmans should not do the part of the duty which they owe to Islam. 

4. The Nama-i-Mugadias Hablul Matin Calcutta] of the 8th Jul 

contains verses lamenting the incident at Meshed, 
and describing in detail the _ pathetic scenes of con- 
fusion there caused by the death, said to have been about eight hundred in 
number, of pilgrims and local residents. The cannon balls struck not the dome 
of the shrine but the very hearts of the Prophet and his son in-law Ali.” The 
poem ends with an exhortation to the Muhammadans to take care of themselves, 
if they desire that God should help them, and show by suffering that they 
deserve better luck. The author hopes that a perusal of his poem by the 
Indians would make them turn their eyes towards the Persians. , 
5. Commenting on the mismanagement of the town of Dazfol which has 
Dazfol neither a post nor a tele pr office, the Nama-t- 
Mugaddas Hoeblul Matin o cutta of the 8th July, 
after giving an account of its advantages, fears its falling into the hands of 
England, or its people leaving the place altogether, 
3 Commenting on an article in the ovoe Vremya (St. Petersburg), in 
which the paper speaks of the friendly attitude of 
Russia towards Turkey who, in the opinion of the 
paper, does not seem to appreciate the same the Mama - i- Hugaddas Hablul Matin 
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[Calcutta] of the 8th July says that the Russian Government appears to have 
realized the present position, and has therefore assumed an yielding attitude, 


but the paper should know that the Turks would not be duped by its 


fair words and become friendly to the Russians. The Islamic world cannot 
give up the feeling of hatred which they entertain in their hearts towards 
the Russians. 

7. Referring to the account of cruelty of the Italians given by Mr, 

MacCullagh in his book on Turko- Italian War in 
Turko. It lian War and the Tripoli, the Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 
ee 10th July writes :— 

If similar cruelties had been perpetrated on a Christian nation, Europe 
would have been off itself with anger, and the guns of great Powers would have 
bombarded Rome; but in the present case the Muhammadans are being 
oppressed, and therefore the European Powers view it with indifference, 
pretending neutrality. Perhaps they are actually rejoicing at heart. But 
King George, who has more Muhammadan subjects than any one else in the 
world, should not be a silent witness to the ghastly scene much longer. 

8. Reuter's telegram about aconspiracy against the Khedive, Lord 
Kitchener, and Prime Minister, at first, and then 
aiter a week’s silence announcing the departure of 
Lord Kitchener for London adding to the 
anxiety of the Muhammadans of India, have led the Star of India [ Arrah] 
of the 12th July to wonder as to who advised Reuter to keep silent for 
a week after giving the first intimation, to the annoyance and disgust of the 
readers. The Egyptians may not brook to see the Italians determined to take 
possession of Tripoli; Africa and Europe may know no peace till some African 
or European Power is totally destroyed and ruined; yet it is inconceivable 
why there should be an insurrection in Egypt. What would be the effect 
of a conspiracy against the Khedive, followed by a rebellion in Egypt, on the 
war in Tripoli. The pecuniary assistance given by the Egyptians to the 
Mujahids at :ripoli would cease. It is therefore difficult to believe Reuter, 
whose messages nevertheless have created anxiety. The best course for the 
Egyptians would be to continue their help to the Muhammadan sufferers at 
the seat of war. Had the information been correct, Lord Kitchener could 
not leave the country in such a critical condition and go to London. 

9. The Durbar Gazette [Calcutta] of the 12th July has an article headed 
asin the margin, which begins thus:— 

There is hardly a man who is unaware of the 
outrageous attacks on the Islamic world by cruel 
dacoits. Although the Muhammadans are still in the dark as to the misery 
and suffering in etore for them in the future, they know full well that their 
very existence is threatened, and that they are being made victims to all sorts 
of tyranny. The outrageous conduct of treacherous Italy in Tripoli, and the 
barbarous and despicable act of cruel Russia in bombarding the holy shrine at 
Meshed, have created quite a stir throughout the Moslem world, as would appear 
from the number of meetings expressing grief and indignation held in all the big 
as well as small towns of India, including Caloutta, where several meetings have 
been held with the same end. The Muhammadans of Caloutta, whose number is 
not inconsiderable, not only sympathjsed with the sufferers but expressed their 
readiness to offer every help in their power to their suffering brethren in 
Arabia, Turkey, Persia and Morocco as enjoined by their Prophet. 

10, The Datly Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 10th July fears that the 

5 Trans- Persian art project if carried out would 
. Danger Trans- Caspian impose an additional burden on the Indians, in fur- 
a ther strengthening its army and maintaining a navy, 

and this simply to enable the Whites to come to India from England in a week. 

11. Referring to the Turko. Italian war at ‘Tripoli, the Durbar Gazette 

os N of the 12th July says that, along with 
e eee eparture to other bad results the war has commenced producing 
8 unrest, in Egypt, which had hitherto been enjoying 

peace and tranquility under the benign rule of the British Government. The 
Egyptians believe that the Christian Powers are bent upon doing away with 
the very existence of Islam. The Russian bombardment of the holy ghrine of 
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Meshed and the French oppression in Morooco, have alarmed the whole Islamic 
world, and every Mahammaden has now come to realize what is wanted for 
maintaining his nationality in the world, and what is the secret of the rise and 
fall of nations. The discovery of a conspiracy against the Khedive, Lord 
Kitchener and the Prime Minister has produced coneternation throughout 


the course ofa revolution; the interregnum that follows the fall of a Government 
is invariably attended with unrest and disquiet, before good administration is 
re-established. China is just passing through this stage and, therefore, the cry 
of dauger raised by the foreigners appealing to European powers for inter- 
ference ia unjustifiable. ciel 

13. The reply of Mr. Montagu to the question of Mr. King relating to Run, Bameavasr, 

| the subject of ill-treatment of the Indian Sikhg J 18th. 1018. 
Calau, Sikhs in British of British Columbia, has led the Hindi Bangarasi 
1 [Calcutta] of the 15th July to ask the following 

questions :— 

Why did Mr. Montagu make such a reply? Are not Sikhs British subjects 
of Britieh India? Is not British Columbia uuder the control of the British 
Government ? 


Egypt, and it is worth noting that on the very second or third day after the 
. said conspiracy Lord Kitchener left for England. The paper is, therefore, 
in of opinion that His Lordship has gone to have some important consultation 
he with Mr, Asquith, the Prime Minister, and Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign 3 
Minister. 
be | 12. In an article headed China and the Foreigners,” the Hindi Rbf Banaivany, 
ve ie al Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the loth July makes the Ju tb, 1513. 
ig ee following observations :— 
, Whenever there are some domestic troubles or internal disturbances in an 
ut Eastern country, the foreigners there would raise the cry that their life and 
0 property are unsafe, and that the European Powers should interfere and set 
the things right. But similar disturbances in a Western country never give 
d rise to any such ery. For an illustration of this, take the case of Portugal 
n which is in the throes of unrest. or recall the Russian dusturbances that took 
of place eight years ago. The worst of it is that the matter does not end with a 
2 mere hue and cry; actual interference follows in no time. The action of 
France in Morocco and of Russia in Persia furnishes an illustration of such 
r interference. nae a 
5 Referring to apalling reports of unrest and anarchy prevailing in China, 
8 as published in the English newspapers of the country received by the last 
0 mail, the journal, which regards them to be coloured and exaggerated, is of 
3 opinion that the situation in China after all is not 80 bad as portrayed by the 
foreigners. And there is nothing very extraordinary about the disturbances 
, that are taking place in some parts of the Empire; for they are unavoidable in 
} 


Ii.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) Police, 


14. The Samay [Caloutta] of the 12th July says that the rr — 
traffic rules for Calcutta, though conceived out of — suly 12th, 113 
Cali oPosed trafic rules for à good motive, will do great injustice to pedestrians 
in the interest of wheeled traffic. Again, if 
pedestrians are deprived of the right to use the main roads, they ought not 
to be made to contribute towards he cost of maintaining them, 
15. ‘I'he Nayak [Calcutta] of the 4th July writes as follows, in continua- 1 
pe tion of what it has already said, on the subject of 08 4, wis, 
ick. ° 
the proposed pedestrian traffic rule in Calcutta :— 
We would like to ask the Police Commissioner one thing. When Christian 
Missionaries preach the Gospel at the crossing of Amherst Street and Bow 
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Bazar Street, large crowds gather at the place and block the foot-paths, This 
happens in many other streets in Calcutta. Are not pedestrians ob iged to take 
the main roads at these places on such occasions? Again, foot-paths are often 
blocked by crowds in front of shops holding auction sales? Will not pedes. 
trians step into the main road to pass such crowds, which it is impossible for 
them to force their way through? The onus of proving that he had sufficient 
justification for leaving the foot-path and stepping into the main road has been 
put on the pedestrians concerned. It is here that all the diticulty lies. Suppose 
u maid-servunt is washing an upper room of a house by the side of a foot-path 
and, in doing so, sprinkling water on the foot-path. You, thereupon, step 
into the main road to avoid the spray and are arrested by a paharawalla. 
You do not know the number of the house or the name of itsowner. Youtell the 
truth in the law-court, but how will you prove it? Even if you can point out 
the house, its inmates may say that the room was not washed on the day in 
question. How then will you prove your case? Under the circumstances, 
you cannot avoid being made to pay a fine. If the proposed rules are strictly 
enforced, every pedestrian in Calcutta will have to keep some small coins in 
his pocket for bribing paharawailas with, on occasions. Thus, oppression by 
paharawal.as will greatly iucrease. here is the law that no one should foul 
a public thoroughfare. But children of the bustees of old iron shops on the 
Cornwallis Street ease themselves freely on the road. Why are they not 
punished? Because the beat constables have special arrangements with them, 
Greater stringency of laws in this country often means only greater prevalence 
of bribery. 
16. In continuation of the above, the Nayak | Calcutta] of the 5th Jal 

The proposed traffic rules for says that in the afternoon, when offices are closed, 
Calcutta, the foot-paths in the Bow Bazar Street, the Strand 
Road, and the Harrison Road, cannot hold the rush of pedestrains hurrying 
to catch railway trains. When policemen move in bodies alorg foot-paths in 
their lordly fashion, pedestrains are obliged to take the main road. When 
large cows, as those frequently met with in Bara Bazar, block e ee, or the 
Municipal lighting men run * them, pedestrains have to go down to the 
main road. In the early morning, female bathers in the Ganges belonging to 
respectable families have to walk along the main road for fear of being 
insulted by drunken rowdies or budmashes on dark foot- paths. Apart from 
these considerations, the proposed rules cannot possibly be enforced in the 
Chitpur Road and the Bentinck S.reet which have, however, the largest 
traffic in the northern part of the city. The police Commissioner's intention 
is undoubtedly very good, but an enormous expenditure is necessary before 
the rules can be enforced. 


17. The Nayak e of the 9th July writes that if Sir Frederick 
mia Halliday’s new rule about foot-path traffic is 
oe adhered to, rioting will be a daily occurrence in 
the town and serious unrest will be created. As preliminaries to the enforce- 
ment of this rule, Sir Frederick Halliday should widen the foot paths, keep 
them clear of all obstructions, such as brick-bats, stones, rubbish, etc., placed 
there by municipal officers, cause the electric and gas posts, ring-mains and 
dust-bins to be removed down to the carriage-way, compel people on each 
foot-path to proceed in one direction only, as on the Howrah Bridge, and 
prevent ignorant rustics from being victimised by the paharawallas. Uniess 
these are done, scrious trouble will ensue from the enforcement of this rule. 
We recognize that traffic on Chitpur Road, bentinck Street, Clive Street 
and elsewhere has grown to proportions making some such control — f 
necessary. But the police must first of all be made fit for this task of control. 
Mere multiplication of rules will simply open fresh avenues of corruption to 
the present worthless paharawallas. Let picked men only be admitted into the 
force. Sir Frederick should know that he has no authority to prevent people 
from using the streets—the Chairman of the Municipality alone could do that. 
His business is to protect people and not to rob them of their liberties. 


18. The Dai Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th July criticises the 


Ibid rules on the lines of the Statesmen of the 7th 
instant, 
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19. Well it would be, says the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th 

d trafic rules for July, if the rules pro osed by the Police Commis- 

—" rae ues sioner of Calcutta do not become an engine of 

oppression to the people, 

20. The Daily Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 6th July is unable to 

118 understand how Sir F. Halliday, the Police Com- 

5 missioner, proposes to make rules about the 

edestrians keeping to the foot-paths while walking in the streets of Calcutta, 

when the majority of such paths are not wide enough to make the observance 

of the rule, by the public, possible. Till they are widened, such a rule would 

be useless, unless it in iutended that some money in the form of fines should 

be collected. 

21. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th July referring to the following 
rule by the Commissioner of Police :— 

— ‘No person shall, without reasonable excuse, 
walk on or along the carriage-way in any of the streets mentioned in column 
2 of the annexed schedule, except in such portion of such streets as have no 
side foot-puth for exclusive use of foot passengers :— 
writes:—We cannot understand who suggested such a rainous rule to Sir 
Frederick Halliday. It will prove an effective engine of oppression, A few 
constables are the only persons who are likely to gain by such a rule. The 
foot paths are now most slippery, so that to walk fast on them is to run the 
risk of a heavy fall on the stone pavement and thereby some risk to life itself. 
Furthermore, they are often too crowded. This rule ought to prove a good 
means of reducing the town population. Sir Frederick Halliday forgets that 
Calcutta streets und Calcutta policemen are not London streets and London 
policemen. This suggestion has created serious public alarm, and there will be 
strong protests against it Respectable ladies proceeding to the river for their 
paths will run the risk of being hauled in for disobeying this rule and then 
matters will be serious indeed. 

22. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o Ananda Bazar Patria Calcutta] of the 
4th July also criticises the rules in the above light, 

— The hopes that Lord Carmichael will 

paper hopes that Lore | ichael will not 
depend on the local knowledge of Sir Frederick Halliday and give his sanction 
to the rules. 

Ibi 23. The 24-Parganas Vartavaha [ Bhowanipur } 
135 of the 9th July also protests against the rules. 

1 24. The Subarna Vantk Calcutta] of the 
: 13th July also takes the rame view. 
25. The Datntk Chandrika [Calcutta of the 10th June, hopes that a 
wee considerate officer like Sir Frederick will proceed 
with circumspection in the present case. 
26. The Muhammadi Calcutta] of the 5th July, takes exception to the 
1574 proposed rules for the regulation of pedestrian 
s traffic in Calcutta. 
27. In the course of a long article, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th 
[bid July, strongly opposes the proposed. pedestrian 
traffic rules, on the general grounds of the narrow- 
ness of the foot paths and the frequent obstructions on them. All rules ought 
to be intended to secure the greatest good to the greatest number. But the 
proposed rules are calculated to do the greatest good to the smallest number, at 
the cost of the greatest number. If the rules are enforced, all pedestrians in 
Calcutta, and specially people coming from the mufassal, will be greatl 
harassed and persecuted by paharawalias, What is necessary first of all is 
to stringently prevent all sorts of obstruction of the foot-paths, and to see how 
it improves the condition of pedestrian traffic in the city. 
28. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 4th July says :— 

Mr. Justice Holmwood is reported to have 
said, This court has never declared cotton-gamb- 
ling to be legal. It has merely held that it does 
not come within the provisions of section 44 Act IV (B. C.) of 1866. If the 
police chose, they could put a stop to it to-morrow as a public nuisance.” If 
the Police Commissioner of Calcutta does not take this bint, he will be 
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considered guilty of having neglected his duty by the people of Calcutta. 
Cotton-gambling is ruining lots of people every day, and is not confined among 
habitual gamblers only. All classes of people, irrespective of creed, colour or 
sex, take part in it. We, therefore, pray the Police Commissioner to take 
Mr. Justice Holmwood’s hint, and put a stop to cotton-gambling as a public 
nuisance. 
29, Has the Government, asks the Daily Bhurat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
10th July, taken an oath not to do anything to 
stop cotton-gambling, although many persons are 
being ruined, and theft and robbery cases are sure to increase if this evil is 
allowed to continue. 
30. The Education Gaeette [Chinsura of the 12th July characterises the 
recent attempt to wreck the Governor’s train at 
N Sukkus train. wreeking Sukua as a lamentable and despicable one, and hopes 
i that Government will not, for the act of a few 
individual stray anarchists, hold the entire Hindu popniation to blame, just 
as the entire Moslem community was not held responsible for the fanatical 
murders of Lord Mayo and Mr. Justice Norman, and for the occasional out- 
breaks of ghagism on the North-Western Frontier. For the Hindus, the one 
duty now is to practise their own religion and learn to support swadeshi 
industries, without cherishing any thought of ill-feeling or malice against 
Europeans or against Government, a Government which tirst set the example 
of using swadeshi things in this country. It is to be boped that rulers and 
the ruled will combine to exterminate any anarchists that may still survive in 
the country. 


31. The E&srbhumbasé ‘Rampurhat}) of the 11th July says that the 
i as L the attempt to wreck the Governor's train must have 
Governors kin. the been the work of ‘‘educated” men. Illiterate 
people keep no information about the movements 
of His Excellency, and have no interest in killing him, Is this, alas, the result 
of English education? Or, how can a better result be expected from an 
education divorced from religion ? 
32. The Noakhali Sammiloni | Noakhali] of the 8th July writes that the 
eee ne gg ag police spies, whose work it is to watch young men 
pects and others. suspected of political crimes, should do their work 
with secrecy, That will mean more efficient 
spying, and it will not stand in the wey of the suspects making an honest 
livelihood, as the present obtrusive police methods of watching actually do. 
A continuance of the existing methods cannot bring peace wholly back to the 
country. 


33. The Dainił Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 13th July writes :— 


The extortion of confessions b Mr. Montagu recently stated in Parliament 
the police. — that a revision of the law of evidence was under 


consideration, which, while not taking away aslto- 
gather all incentive to a policeman to try to extort confessions, will still 
confine such oppression only to cases of men whom the police suspect of being 
really guilty. ‘This is most unsatisfactory. Even now the police oppress only 
those whom they suspect to be really guilty. Suppose a man, after having 
been subjected to oppression to force him to confess, is found by the courts to 
be innocent; the police will say that they suspected him and that will excuse 
all their misdeeds. What is wanted isan amendment of the law which will 
22 oppression by the police altogether in cennection with the extortion of 
confessions. 


34, Referring to the question asked in the House of Commons by Sir 


William Byles relating to the recent Calcutta 

ro 9 Police wn bead case, . the statement of Mr. 

Montagu, in course of reply to it, that an amendment of the law cannot altogether 

stop the police oppression, only it will reduce it to a certain extent, the Hinds 
Bangavasi peer | of the 15th July has the following remarks:— 

We should readily adopt the means to stop the oppression ; the future will 

show the success or otherwise of the measure, Even a partial relief from such 


oppression will not be little gratifying. We should have recourse, however, 
to such moasures as would root out the evil effectively. 
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35. A correspondent of the Medinipur Hitateht [ Midnapur] of the 15th mtron Hartan 


July protests against the order issued by the 
Government to the effect that all dafadars in the 
Midnapur District should be supplied each with a 
hurricane lantern of the value of Rs. 2-8, every two years, and annas 5 per 
month for kerosene oil, ont of the proceeds of the chaukidari tax. The tax is 
already too oppressive on poor vlllagers, and its burden ought by no means to 
be increased. Dafadars have so long done their duty without the help of any 
light, and do not in reality require its help in future The work of 
guarding life and property against criminals in tho night cannot properly be 
done by a person having a brilliant light with him. If, however, Government 
should be unwilling to withdraw its own order, the cost of supplying dafadars 
with lanterns and kerosene oil should be met from fines realize — absentee 
and offending chaukidars and dafaders. 


36. The Mya [Calcutta] of the 12th July ridicules the resistance 
offered by the sannyasis of the Arunachal Asram 
in Silchar, to the power of the police as one similur 
to Titumir’s rising against the British power. Sedition and bloodshed have 
no place in the cult which Swami Dayananda, the leader of these sannaysie, 
preaches, A sunnyast ought not to be swayed by any passion and should be 
above tke joys and sorrows of the world. By preaching absurdities and 
impossibilities, the Swami made a name for himself thronghout the country. 
The Nayak, however, has always refused to publish accounts of his feats. 
However that may be, he has now, by his indiscretion, ruined not only 
himself, but a large number of his followers, male as well as female, 


37. The Nayak! Calcutta] of the 16th July writes that Sir A. Earle, 
C being a high-minded, liberal-hearted and progres- 
. erl. dive official, has rightly taken the Jagatsi Sannyasi 
outbreak as a freak of madness. In the regime of 
the Fullers and the Hares this petty affair would have assumed proportions 
which it makes us shudder to think of. Detectives in swarms would have set 
to work, the country would have been harrassed with indiscriminate arrests 
and the police vous have had a high time of it. Sir A. Earle has, on the 
other hand, earned our endless gratitude by treating the matter with the 
lightness it deserves. We also praise the Deputy Commissioner for the 
wisdom he has shown in this connection. 


38. The Nayak | Calcutta] of the 16th July quotes the Partdarsak com - 
Oppression by Chandale in blaining thet the Chandals in Sylhet have begun 
eylhet. Y C&S im causing serious annoyance. They want to claim 
equality with Brahmans, and have for this reason 
given up their old occupations as palki-bearers, fishermen, day-labourers, 
boatmen, etc. They have allied themselves with the local budmashes and 
ure concocting false suits against many landlords and gentlemen. And as 
Jandlords had an evil reputation in the past of being oppressive, it is often 
difficult for them, now, though innocent, to come unscathed out of these 
lawsuits. Things will come to a very serious pass when these people, 
having abandoned their caste occupations, will have taken to thieving. 


39. The Jasohar [ Jessore)] of the 13th July refers to a case of brutal 
outrage on the young wife of one Ketu Nisi of 
| Danga Singra in Magura thana, by a dozen local 
Musalman ruffians, and in commenting on it writes :— 


Government has taken away from us almost all offensive and defensive 
weapons and left us quite helpless. If we have to drive away a mad dog, 
we have to seek the help of Government. Government has undertaken to 
preserve the peace of the country. Well and good. Government will preserve 
our property and lives and honour, and we shall live in our homes in easy enjoy - 
ment of them. This is something to be glad of. But now-a-days reports are 
constantly appearing in all parts of India of women being violated. We do 
not know what Government is dong to prevent offences of this character. 
Disgrace is being cast on the reputation of the British Government, and Goy- 
ernment should attend to the matter. 
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40. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 13th July deprecates the 


Government notification dated the 13th Jul 


—— Jessore and continuing for another year the punitive 


recent 
y last, 
: : police 
quartered on some villages in Jessore and Khulna 
where there were riots last year between the Namasudras and Moslems. Many 
of the villagers have been reduced to ruin by having to find money for these 
taxes, and many have been driven to indebtedness for the same same reason, 
At the present time there are no signs apparent of any renewal of the old 
uarrels. Let Government, therefore, withdraw the punitive police, else 
estitution will soon bring on a terrible famine in the villages affected. 

41. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 13th July writes in favour of the 
petition presented to Lord Carmichael by the 
people of Munshiganj for withdrawing the punitive 
police now quartered there. The expenses of the force have to be borne by 
the local Hindus alone. God alone knows how bard it is for poor people to be 
saddled with sach a charge in these days of high prices of the necessaries of 
life. Who can count the number of respectable men and women who are 
unable to earn a decent livelihood, and who are shedding copious tears at 
having to find money for the unjust quartering of punitive police on their 


Punitive police in Munshiganj 


villages ? 

We agree with the statement made in the petition that the withdrawal of 
this force is called for, in the interests of the conciliatory pores now adopted. 
Indians are peculiarly amenable to sympathy, and this is shown by the fact that 
the King-En.peror’s acts and words of sympathy during his recent visit have 
completly purged the land of sedition and anarchism. The old regime of 

ost-partition j is now quite upset, and why ehould the painful memory of it 

be kept alive by the continuance of this punititive police? Why should not 
the policy of conciliation, tried with such splendid success in the country 
generally, be given a trial in these villages as well ? : 
The fact is the imposition of a punitive police force here betokened the 
incompetence of the local police only. For it is inconceivable that the public 
of these villages deliberately and knowingly screened the men guilty of 
offences committed therein, offences which could not be traced home to anyone 
and which justified the Government in quartering a punitive force. 

Furthermere, in the villages Hindus and Moslem live in such close 
proximity that acts to which the entire or a large part of the Hindu population 
were supposed to have been privy, could not possibly have been concealed 
from the Moslems. It is inconceivable, in spi‘e of the ill feeling between these 
two communities, that one community should know nothing of what the other 
is doing. It is also unthinkable that all the Hindus of this locality were 
anarchists, or were in sympathy with anarchists. So the inference follows tliat 
the quartering of the punitive police force is causing harassment to many 
inocentmen. And yet the maxim of British law is that rather that one innocent 
man should suffer, ten guilty men should go free. It is a painful spectacle 
this—a sympathetic and progressive Government like that of the British, 
unjustifiably burdening lots of innocent people with a heavy load of taxation. 
It must be a case of unaccountable aberration on the part of the authorities for 
some unknown reason. 

Anyway, let Lord Carmichael now remove this painful reminiscence of 


the 2 from the publie mind, by acceding to the prayer of the Munshiganj 
public. All Bengal will bless him cordially for the favour. 


42. Latefar Rahman Khan Chaudhury of Satkhira, Khulna writes to the 


5 ; 3 Moslem Hitaishi [Calcutta] of the 12th July 
wee ae gee —4 the — 1 of such a drama as 
r. D. L. Ray's Shah Jehan,” in which a 
daughter. in law of the Moghul Emperor has been made to sing a religious 
song composed by a Vaishnava poet, and bis sister has been made to appear in 
the open Durbar of Aurangzebe. The book, again, is said to be full of abuses 
of Musalman Emperors of India. The Musalman community is urged to 
protest against the staging of this, and all other dramas of this nature. It is 
most painful, concludes the writer, to see a most insignificant public servant 
like Mr. D. L. Ray, insulting the memory of Moghul Emperors. 
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43. The Hituvarta [Calcutta] of the 7th July, in somewhat ironical strain, 

i Ramenday vongratulates Rai Ramsaday Mukerjee Bahadur at 

1 „ minds his last heroic achievement in obtaining a jagir 

from. the Government which, by thus rewarding 

merit, has, says the paper, given encouragement to police officers te follow 
the footsteps of Mr Mukerjee. | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


44. Referring to the judgment of the Privy Council in the Clarke ease, 
1. Clashes? the Bangavass {Calcutta} of the 13 th July says :— 

b | We are of course bound to bow to the judg- 
ment of the Privy Council. But how can we say that the three able and 
experienced Judges of the High Court, who tried the case before, caused a 
serious miscarriage of justice? Mr. Clarke sought protection under section 
25 of the Arms Act, but the High Court refused to give him this protection. 
The Privy Couneil also is of opinion that section 25 of the Arms Act does not 
justify his conduct, but holds that he might have justified himself under Act 
18 of 1850. The point before the High Court, however, was whether section 
25 of the Arms Act gave him protection, and as in this the Privy Council is of 
the same opinion as the High Court, how can itbe said that the latter did 
injustice to him? Again, the main point on which the Privy Couneil has 
reversed the judgment of the High Court is whether Mr. Clarke was acting as 
a court when making the search. The High Court holds that he was not, while 
the Privy Council holds that he was. The Pioneer has, on this point, written 
in a tone of ridicule, ‘‘ The Calcutta High Court found itself unable to conceive 
of a Court’ where there is no room, n» desk nor table and array of legal 
talent to keep the Judge or Judges employed by the month and the year.“ 
It is very easy for one to ridcule a party with whom one does not concur. But 
ridicule is most inappropriate where two such high authorities as the High 
Court and the Privy Council have differed. The decision of a still higher 
court is required for the satisfaction of the public mind in the matter. 

The Privy Council writes. He (Mr. Justice Fletcher) found in favour of 
the plaintiff and gave a decrese for Rs. 500, but without costs.” But as a 
matter of fact Mr. Justice Fletcher did give a decree with costs under scale 
No. 2. This will naturally lead people to think that the Privy Council did 
not carefully go through His Lordship's judgment. Besides this, the judgment 
of the Privy Council contains no reference to the objectionable manner in 
which the search had been conducted by Mr. Clarke, and upon which 
Mr. Justice Fletcher dwelt at large in his judgment It must, therefore, be 
taken for granted that the Privy Council shares Mr. Justice Fletcher's view on 
the subject that Mr. Clarke had abused his powers. How then can it be said 
that the High Court caused a serious miscarriage of justice ? 

45. The Busumati [Calcutta of the 13th July writes :— 

rus Copies of the judgment in the Mymensingh 

oa dumage suit were received in India last week, and 

a perusal of them has left us blank with amazement. We had expected 

certain points to be settled by this judgment of the highest court of appeal in 

the Empire and to obtain a measure of satisfaction from it, but those expecta- 

tions have not been fulfilled. Of course we are bound to accept, respectfully, 

the conclusions arrived: at by the Privy Council. But it seems that we cannot 

accept all the points in the judgment as correct. The wording of the judg- 
ment seems to jar on the ears like something out. of tune. 

Mr. Clarke relied for defence on section 25 of the Arms Act of 1>78 and 
on Act XVIII of 1850. The High Court held that he was not justified under 
these laws. For he omitted certain necessary preliminaries prescribed by 
them. The Privy Council also has held that the defendant and his advisers, 
“not content with relyiug on the Code of Criminal Procedure, unwisely 

erhaps prayed in aid section 25 of the Indian Arms Act 18’8 andalso Act No. 
VIII of 4850 entitled ‘An Act for the protection of Judicial Officers.’ 
Their Lordships of the Privy Council have also said that Mr. Clarke was not 
Justified under the above laws, because he omitted to perform a necessary 
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reliminary prescribed by those laws. So they admit that Mr. Justice 
Fletcher, Sir F. Maclean and Sir Richard Harrington were right in regard to 
their decision on this point. As regards Act XVIII of 1850, the Privy 
Council have held that it was unnecessary for Mr. Clarke to appeal to that law. 
For the Criminal Procedure Code was quite enough for his justification, If it 
were not he might have relied on that Act. 

We do not understand these intricacies of the law. It is true that different 
Judges may interpret the same law in different ways, in accordance with their 
respective intelligence, tendencies and temperament. But the question is why 
the barristers and solicitors who advised Mr. Clarke throughout the case never 
thought the resort to the Criminal Procedure Code was enough for his justifica- 
tion. Had they thought it enough, they would not place so much 
reliance on the Arms Act. Ordinary intelligence cannot solve this riddle. It 
is for this we are greatly amazed at this judgement. 

The Judicial committee next says:— | 

“It was tried by Mr. Justice Fletcher. He found in favour of the plaintiff 
and gave a decree for Its. 509, but without cost, Costs were not awarded to the 
successful plaintiff on account of the charge of personal misconduct, which 
his Lordship held to be unfounded and grossly improper.“ 

The statement is, however, utterly wrong for Mr. Justice Fletcher allowed 
costs on scale No. 2 to plaintiff, as the following quotation from his judgment 
shows :— | 

„The defendant must also pay to the plaintiff his cost of the suit on scale 
No. 2. 

And His Lordship has explained at length why he allowed costs. This 
just and impartial Judge has clearly said that, in spite of Mr. Clarke’s presence, 
the search was not conducted with due restraint. We quote his own words:— 

Having thus effected an entrance some of the Muhammedan mob, which 
had collected and were accompauying the search party, were requisitioned to go 
and bring daos and assis! in opening the boxes which contained the zamindary 
papers, That the search was conducted with unnecessary damage to the 

property of the plaintiff cannot, to my mind, be doubted for an instant. The 
papers out of various boxes in the cutcherry were strewn haphazard on the 
floor of the cutcherry.” | 

These statements of His Lordship were admitted as true to the letter at the 

time by Mr. Horniman, a Statesman reporter and by Mr. Newman of the 
Engiishman—the latter being the man who was afraid of “the Barisal Stare.” 
The Judicial Committee's decisions on points of law must of course be accepted 
as final all over India, Their Lordships have, however, said nothing against, or 
in extenuation of, the statement by Mr. Justice Fletcher about loss inflicted on 
the plaintiff in connection with this search. The Privy Council says in their 
judgment: —“ The boxes were broke open, and the police took out what was in 
them. The police were doing the actual work of search inside the room ; but 
it was being conducted under the control and advice of Mr, Clarke who 
remained outside.” 

The Judicial Committee admit that Hindu-Musalman disturbances at 
Jamalpore and adjoining villages at this time were acute. And perhaps there 
has been no reason found for supposing that the Musalman crowd, which had 
assembled outside Brajendra Babu’s cutchery at the time of the search, were 
particularly friendly towards Brajendra Babu, a Hindu Zemindar. At least at 
that moment, they cherished feelings of enmity towards Brajendra Babu. We 
now put it to the Privy Council whethor it was lawful and just and expedient 
to have allowed men who were his enemies to enter Brajendra Babu’s house at 
the time of search and to break open his boxes and to scatter the contents. 
And if it was lawful or just and expedient we ask that a decision be given as 
to how far an inimical crowd may enter a man’s house along with the police at 
the time of search and steal his goods. Of course we shall accept auy decision 
of the Judicial committee on this point submissively, as correctly representin 
the intention and purpose of the law. It is true that Mr. Clarke remain 
outside the cutcherry house at the time of the search and did not see what was 
being done inside. But was it not his duty to see that, since he was in charge 
of the party undertaking the search? The Privy Council has held, and so we 


too must now hold, that what Mr, Clarke did was lawful and just and expedient, 
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But another Magistrate may, on another occasion, discharge the duties lawfull 
in another way. And we might in that case doubt the legality of his act an 


go up to the Privy Council for a decision. This will mean financial ruin to us 


and loss of time to the Privy Council. It would be well to give a list of what 
the police and a crowd may do during a search conducted by a Magistrate. 

46. The Chinsura Vartavoha |Chinsura] of the 14th July says that the 

abolition of a separate Court of Small Causes at 
A Small Cause Court at Hooghly has caused great inconvenience to the 
Hooghly. local people, and prays for its re-establishment. 
47. The Painiſt Chandrika Calcutta of the 10th July writes that in 
a India members of the Indian Civil Service 
The Indian a Service and = dominate every department of the public service. 
ee Even technical departments like the Public Works, 
Education and Sanitation, though possessing expert heads, are ultimately 
controlled by Civilians, and the result is that what Civilians gain in diversity 
of occupation they lose in depth or proficiency in any one gee ge depart- 
ment of the public service. Nowhere does this want of depth and of special 
knowledge place them at a greater disadvantage than in the Judicial Depart- 
ment. For the Civilian domination extends to this department equally 
with the Executive Departments. Civilians monopolise all the District 
Judgeships, and havea claim on a certain proportion of the High Court 
judgeships also. And this in spite of the fact that, fur the High Court there 
are plenty of Barristers and qualified Vakils available; and for the District 
Judgeships, there are the Munsifs and Subordinte Judges whose fitness for 
those — was recognized by the Public Service Commission. It is 
time, however, that this anomaly ceased. If an adequate number of 
Sub-Judges and Munsifs are not forthcoming, why should not trained 
lawyers direct from the Bar, be appointed District Judges, as in England 
and every other civilised country? There is going to be another Public 
Service Commission soon, and it is to be hoped that it will confirm the 
recommendation of its predecessor in favour of appointing Subordinate-Judges 
and Munsifs and trained laywers as a class, in increasing numbers to District 
Judgeships, and further will generally try) to free the judiciary from Civilian 
domination. And tbis, notwithstan ling what men like Sir Robert Fulton may 
say in favour of Civilian ss against Barrister and Vakil judges. These are 
biassed views in favour of their own class. At any rate, the existing monopoly 
of the District Judgeship by the Indian Civil Service should cease. 

48. The Jasohar | Jessore| of the 13th July dwells on the serious 
inconvenience caused to Jurors attending the 
Sessions court at Jessore, by the difficulty of 
finding suitable temporary house accommodation. They are very often men 
possessed of money and education, and they find it most inconvenient and degrad- 
ing to put up at the common bazar lodging-houses. In addition to the 
physical discomfort and offence to caste prejudices involved in residence at 
tue lodging houses, jurors at these hotels often have for fellow lodgers 
witnesses in the cases they are to try. By overhearing conversation of these 
witnesses they may ofter be led to prejudge the merits of a suit. Such a 
possibility is alone a sufficient reason for seriously dealing with the difficulty 
here dealt with. | 


Jurors at Jessore. 


(d) — Education, 


49. The Sanjivani (Caleutta] of the llth July in announcing a Con- 

ference of Educational officers at Dacca, expresses 

Educational conference at a hope that the result of the deliberations would 

* be to augment the numbers of schools and of 

pathasalas and to simply not strengthen the inspecting staff and improve the 
school furniture and appliances. 

50. The Huhammadi ( Calcutta] of the 12th J ay speaks of the intense 


disappointment which wi 
The proposed 
University. 


: be caused to the fond 
Aveslman hopes of the Indian Moslem community if the 
proposed Musalman University is not to be 
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permitted to affiliate to it colleges outside Aligarh town. If this be true, the 
money collected for the proposed U pak cig may be spent on other schools to 
the better advantage of the Moslem public in general. The leaders are keep- 
ing the fact secret to themselves for fear that the subscriptions may not come 
in as desired. But strong public agitation ought to be got up to make them 
disclose the truth. 3 

There are other points also about the proposed University which must be 
stongly objected to. All text-books prescribed for study, for example, are 
first to be approved by the Chancellor. This is a ruinous sacrifice of 
independence which takes away all justification for having a National 
University at all. | 

Another condition equally open to objection is, that a certain proportion 
of the Professors must always be Europeans, This is humiliating, and is 
further injurious from the financial point of view, for, in the future, competent 
Indians may be available on smaller pay than European Professors. No such 
rule is in force in any Private or Government College. And there is no 
Government office even which follows such a rule. It is a pity, therefore, 
that the Moslem leaders should submit to such a restriction in the case of u 
great national achievement like the proposed Moslem University. 

51. Referring to the arrangement made for sending juvenile offenders 
in Bengal to the Reformatory at Hazaribagh, the 
Hitavads | Calcutta] of the 12th July urges on the 
Bengal Government the necessity for establishing a similar institution in 
Bengal. 

52 The Tippera Guide Commilla] of the 9th July says that the 

3 . Provincial Educational Service is most uncared for 
Serbe, Provincial Educational by the Government. Brilliant men like Dr. 

P. C. Ray, Dr. Satish Chandra Vidyabhushan, 
Dr. D. N. Mullick, and Dr. Syamadas Mukherji are rotting in this service, while 
men of much inferior talent are enjoying the emoluments of the Imperial 
Education Service. The 1 Executive Service and the Provincial 
Public Works Service begin on Rs. 250, but the Provincial Educational Service 
begins on Rs. «00. In Sir Edward Baker’s time there was a proposal to 
improve the prospects of this service, but nothing further has been heard of it 
since then. The attention of the Goverment is drawn to the matter. 

53. The Muhammaadi [Calcutta of the 12th July earnestly requests the 

University authorities to allow Moslem students 

Mee ee ane at the who have got plucked at the Matriculation examina- 

eulation examination. ° ° ; eee 

tion this year, to study for next year’s examination 

the old course in Persian, as the course fixed for next year’s examination is too 

big to be mastered in four or five months, which is all the time these plucked 

students have at their disposal. The adoption of this suggestion will be in 
strict accord with precedent. 

54. The Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 11th July invites the 
attention of Sir Ashutosh Mukerji, the Vice- 
Chanceller of the Calcutta University, to the 
pitiable condition of the students who are being refused admission into any 
college for want of room in them for more students than already admitted, and 
requests him to devise some means to extricate these students out of 
their difficulties. 

55. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes that the fees at the 

ies bs, thc, Miss Ui ead Malda Zilla school from the 5th class downwards 

den im the EME EL IEOS have been raised by 8 annas. Malda is a backward 

place, aud great hardship will be caused to poor men if such zeal is shown in 
raising school fees. 

56. The Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 12th July regrets that the Howrah 

WW District Board gives no aid to the Madrasah estab- 

Disriccc. lished in 1911 in village Rajkhulapara under the 

Uluberia thana. The Madrasah has at present 70 

students on its rolls, a staff of four teachers and a house of its own. Last 

year Maulvi Hasitol Hossain, Assistant Inspector of Schools, gave a satisfac- 

tory report on the working of the institution, The attention of the educa- 
tional : uthorities is drawn to the matter. ; 


A Reformatory for Bengal. 


A serious difficulty of students 
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57. The Zripura Hitaul [Comilla] of the 2nd July says that students . m 


of the. Comilla Government School have to deposit 
PR ery abel. Comilla with their teachers all the money they bring from 
home for buying their tiffin with, and that the 


teachers teach them economy by saving this money at the cost of their health, 


Again, the school is not provided with punkhas during summer. This is sheer 
cruelty to the students. A single shed of corrugated iron without any punkha, 
holds five classes, The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to the 


tter. 
58. The Samjivans Calcutta] of she 11th July draws the attention of the 
nn District Magistrate of Jessore to the action of 
2 etSchecs. => Maulvi Muhammad Manik Ulla, Sub- Inspeotor of 
Schools, Manirampur Circle, in issuing a letter 
(No. 11, dated the 12th April 1912) to Beni Madhav Banerji, Teacher of 
% Sujaitpur New and Rival Lower Primary School“ calling upon him forth- 
with to close that school. The grounds alleged are that it was in too close 
oximity to an existing lower primary Missionary school, aided by the 
istrict ard, that no second Lower Primary School was necessary at Sujait- 
pur village, and that 20 or 25 students of the older school had joined the new 
school withont transfer certificates. The paper is amazed to read this letter. 
A separate school is necessary, because in the Missonary School Christianity 
is taught. If in a single village separate schools are necessary for Hindus and 
Musalmans, the Hindus at Sujaitpur can very well get up a school other than 
a Chrietian Missionary institution. What right has this 6 to force 
the, Hindu lads to study at a Missionary School? The new school received 


no aid from the public funds. How then could the Sub-Inspector order its 


abolition ? Whatis the justification for this conduct ? 
59. The Nayak Calcutta 4 r; 16th July L 8 sin 
ords cannot adequately describe what go 
mn ; ̃—ſ½2i te: the country by the abolition 
of the Lieutenant-Governorship of Eastern Bengal. That province had come 
to be a sort of country in a state of anarchy. There is no reckoning how 
many unworthy men were pitchforked into the public service there. Then 
again, the Bengali text-books there had come to be a queer sort of things. In 
the text-booke for the pathsa/as, cow killing was supported and a Moslem boy, 
Rahim, is shown off to advantage while Ram is belittled, Government seemed 
to have been actively trying to propogate Islam. Swadeshi was decried and 
bidesht (foreign things) was pruised in these text books. It was as though there 
were no Hindus in Eastern Bengal during this time, and it had really become 
a state under the Nawab of Dacca. There is no telling what further serious 
mischief might not have ensued, if the Lieutenant-Governorship had heen 
maintained for some time longer. Lord Hardinge has done us incalculable 
good by abolishing it. If necessary, we shall explain in detail the nature 
of these text books in a future issue. But we shall not reeur to these 
unpleasant things of the past, if these books are abolished in the immediate 
future. The more we think of it the more we feel inclined to praise Lord 
Hardinge exuberantly. May ali success be his! May he arrange things 
properly, this is our prayer. 
60. The Muhammads (Calcutta) of the 12th July is surprised that there 
mii nnn is not a single Moslem among the ten scholars 
dchela. Tad indusirin’ selected by the Government of India for Industrial 
scholarships tenable in Europe this year. When 
Hindus can be found eligible for these scholarships, there is no reason to 
think that a single Moslem could not be found fit for them. Government 
might very well have asked the various Moslem Associations and Leagues to 
send up the names of eligible Musalman students, | 
61. Referring to the 22 sitting at N the 8 
˖ of the education of Anglo-Indian boys the Dai 
MAacation of Anglo-Indieme I zaraf Ar (Calcutta) of the leth July 
observes :— _ 
_ While we are not disposed to take exception to such a pious object as the 
imparting of education, we cannot help asking the Government to give equal, 
if not more, attention to the education of the Indian children. The 
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Anglo-Indians are rich and can themselves provide very well for the education 
of their children and obtain help from England as well, whereas the Indians can 
expect no help but from their Government and, therefore, have a superior claim 
on the Indian Exchequer, It is hoped Government would not spend money to 
help the rich at the cust of the poor. 
62. The Sanfivani | Calcutta] of the 11th July writes that Dr. P. C. Ra 
is a scientist of renown, who has surpassed his 
Be. Bi Dy Ss CoM European confreres in original discoveries, The 
public cannot, therefore, conceal their discontent at the way in which Govern- 
ment is treating him. Hisc1r,has no value to a sannyasst like him. His 
promotion to the Indian Educational Service is a matter of indifference to 
him personally, but would be welcomed by the Indian public, who feel keenly 
the fact that men not fit to be his = are heing posted to the Indian service, 
while he continues in an inferior rank. This is no disgrace to him, but to 
those who cannot appreciate merit like his. rt 
63. Referring to Lord Carmichael’s letter. to Babu Radhakumud 
_ Mukherji, the author of the History of Indian 
Lord Carmichael's appreciation Shipping, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th July 
of a book. . a : 
hopes that the Government of Bengal will give 
evidence of its appreciation of the labour and service done by the author, by 
rewarding him suitably. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


64. The Sumay [Calcutta] of the 11th July says that want of wholesome 
Water scarcity in Bengal and drinking water is now the greatest want of 
diversion of the proceeds of the Bengul villages. By imposing the Road Cess the 
— Go: ernment has taken on itself the responsibilit 
of removing this want. At least when the cess was first imposed, the then 
Secretary of State for India, gave the assurance that its proceeds would be 
devoted wholly to works of public utility in the mufassal, such as construct- 
ing and repairing roads, excavating tanks and so forth, But now the 
authorities are shirking their responsibiiity in the matter by devoting the 
greater part of the proceeds of the cess to other purposes. Moreover, the 
District Boards do not spend even five thousand rupees each annually, the 
amount which Sir Alexander Mackenzie ruled that they should each spend 
every year. ‘The attention of Lord Carmichael is drawn to the matter. 

65. Referring to the dispute over the election of the Chairman of the 

The dispute over the election ef Midnapore Municipality, the Medini Bandhav 
the Chairman of the Midnapore | Midnapore } of the 8th July says that Mr. Patter- 
Municipality. - gon, the Additional District Magistrate, has, in a 
letter wrritten to the present Chairman, said that he did not authorize Babu 
Upendra Nath Maiti to divulge to the public the conversation which he had 
with him, that it was Upendra Babu who first raised the question of the 
Raja’s candidature for the Chairmanship, and that the conversation took place 
not just before evening, but between 4 PM, and 5 P.M. 

66. It is rumoured, writes the Hitavadi | Calcutta} of the 12th July, that 

rase it is on policgl grounds that the Magistrate has 

. ee to the appointment of the Raja to the 
Chairmanship of the Municipality. If so, it 1s highly regrettable, and we 
draw the attention of Lord Carmichael to the matter. Local self - government 
in vag country has become a farce on account of constant official interference 
with it. | 

67. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th July draws the notice of Lord 

5 Carmicael to the bungle which has been caused 
bungle. in the Hooghly District Board on the appointment 
oF of a District Engineer, through the interference of 

Mr. Lang, the officiating Divisional Commissioner. 

68. The Hituvadi [Calcutta] of the 12th July asks why an enormous 
sum of money has been spent on the construction 
of the raised tank at Talla, if it cannot supply 
water day and night, and also if the water cannot reach upper floors, 5 
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69. Referring to all that the Saryivant has written abont a projected 
closing of the College Square in Calcutta, tlie 


The College Square, Caloutte = Faggayass (Calcutta) of the 13th July says that 


such a change will be injurious to the health of the city, 

70. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 11th July strongly protests against the 
rumoured project to fill up the College Square tank, 
— on the ground that it is a most necessary breathing 
space in an extremely congested quarter of the city. The Square, continues 
writer, ie the property of the rate-payers of Calcutta, and has been 
recently improved at a large cost, If the Government of India tries to take 
it by force, it can be prevented from doing so by moving the High Court. We 
hope that the Calcutta Municipality and the rate-payers of the city will gird 
up their loins to fight the Government of India over the matter. Caleutta has 
no longer any connection with the Government of India, so that its interfer- 

ence in such a matter is quite uncalled for. | 
If land is required for the University Institute, the authorities may acquire 
the Albert Hall buildings and the adjoining lands which can, if necessary, be 
extended up to Harrison Road, or a portion of Madhav Babu’s Bazar which the 
University wants to acquire, or the Champatala Square, or the land adjoining 
the Presid College buildings and situated by the side of Bhawani Charan 
Dutt Lane. We pray Lord Carmichael to save the College Square. We pray 
the Anglo-Indian press also to take up cudgels against this project of 
vandalism on the part of Lord Hardinge. Sir Charles Elliott once tried to 
fill up the College Square but was prevented from doing so by the 1 
of the Calcutta Municipalit . Cannot the members of the University Institute 
lay in the Marcus Square? Moreover, of what use is this Institute? The 
oung Men's Christian Association and the Devalaya are much more useful 
institutions than it is, Why then spend so much for it? The Institute is 
neither Hindu nor Musalman nor Christian nor Brahmo. Men of all denomi- 


nations are in it and yet no one cares for it. However that may be, we pray 


the authorities not to stifle the breath of the people of Calcutta by filling up 
the College Square. 


(J- Questions affecting the land. 


71. The Chars Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 9th July says that the survey 
and settlement of the Mymensingh district has at 
least served to aggravate the ill-feeling between 
landlords and tenants. In almost all mahals in 
which the final publication has taken place, the landlords have instituted 
suits for enhancement of rents under section 105 of the Tenancy Act. So 
long as the final publication does not take place, all disputes are decided 
summarily ; but the Civil Procedure Code must be followed in all proceedings 
under sectiones 105 and 106. But it is almost impossible for officers who are 
accustomed to summary proceedings, to decide land disputes after giving them 
a patient hearing according to the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code. 
Specially Sub- Deputy Magistrates, Deputy Magistrates and Civilian Magis- 
trates have very little experience of ig under the Tenancy Act. The 
hastiness and inexperience of these officers have already been manifest in many 
cases. Experienced munsifs should, therefore, be deputed to hear disputes 
under section 105. It is rumoured that a large number of these disputes will 
be heard at Jamalpur. This is undesirable. For various reasons all these 
disputes should be heard in the sadar court. The authorities are prayed to 
keep an eye on the survey and settlment work in Mymensingh, and to provide 
for the decision of disputes under sections 105 and 106 by other than summary 
proceedings, | 


Settlement disputes in Mymen -; 
singh. 


Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


72. The Charu Mshir LM ymensingh } of the 9th July 8 that, owing to 

a ent the persistant refusal of the Engineer of th 
Water-lo © pore retusa ; er © 
N. et tone mas — — Singhajani and Phulchari Railway to provide the 
railway line in Jamalpore. line with suitable drainage culverts, the fields south 
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of Jamalpore town have remained water-logged since April last. The standing 
dy and jute crops have thus been completely destroyed and the trans. 
lanted paddy crop also is going to meet the same fate. The poor cnitivators 
ave repeatedly brought the matter to the notice of the Railway Engineer, 
the Chairman of the Municipality, the District Magistrate and the Divisional 
Commissioner, successively, but as yet no relief has come. The officiatin 
District Engineer has written to the Railway Engineer to construct six-feet 
wide culverts and to have two underground pipes in the part of the line con. 
cerned. But these will be quite insufficient to drain the fields. The conduct 
of the Railway and the District Engineer in this matter is quite astonishing, 
A culvert 24 feet wide drains the fields near by. They see this, and yet 
do not provide a similar culvert for the drainage of the fields in question. 
The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 

73. The Chinsura Vartavaha[Chinsura} of the 14th July says that the 
abolition of two trains and the change made in the 
timing of two others, on the Naihati Branch of the 
East Indian Railway, have caused the greatest inconvenience to the local 
passengers. The 18-15 train at Howrah and 18-44 train at Sealduh 
are the last trains which have at present corresponding trains on this 
Branch. The abolition of the morning trains from Naihati to Bandel and from 
Bandel to Naihati, will compel many students of the 4 Branch Model 
School to give up their studies. The change in the timing has caused incon. 
venience to passengers of through trains also, who have to change trains at 
Bandel or Naihati. 3 

74. A correspondent of the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 7th July, while 
complaining of unusually high freight charges 
imposed by the Rohilkhand and Kumaun Railway 
Company, observes that the peuple having no con- 
trol over the railways of the country which are quite free to do as they like, 
the indigenous trade has no chance of prospering, as it is entirely at the mercy 
of these railways. So long as Indians do not secure the power of Legislation 
and the control of Transportation System, they cannot obtain economic liberty 
and the country connot be rich and prosperous. : 

75, Keferring to the question of travelling by railway the Star of India 
[Arrah] of the 12th July has the following :— 

There are four classes of iages for the con- 
venience of the passengers, but it is the Europeans 
alone who are benefited thereby. As for Indian passengers, generally speaking, 
why ! they are packed up like gunny bags in each compartment of the carriage 
whatever be its class. The third. class passengers are often put in the Inter 
class for want of room in the former. So, no distinction is made between 
pussengers holding different classes of tickets. The third class compartments 
reserved for the Europeans are allowed to go unoccupied but no native 18 
admitted into it on any account. This shows that an Indian passenger is 
shown scant regard, however respectable and wealthy he may be, or whatever 
class he may be travelling in, Historians in their account of the Black Hole 
have depicted the Indians to be merciless beings, but the Railway officers make 
hundreds of such Black Holes in Railway trains, but no one applies that 
epithet to them. ; 

It is desirable on occasions of big fairs or when an exceedingly large 
number of tickets are isgued, to attach at principal stations a number of er! 
carriages to running trains, and small stations also should be provided wi 
platforms; but the Railway Company pays no heed to complaints on these 
accounts, nor does the Government take any notice of these crying wants of the 
people. It may, therefore, be safely asserted that wealth alone commands 
respect in India, and no notice is taken of the poor, 


(h)— General. 


76. The Shiksha (Arrab} of the 11th July regrets to miss the name of 
Babu Sachchidanand Sinha, .., B.L., of Arrah, a 
| deserving man on account of his work for public 
good, from the Birthday Honour’s list. 


A railway complaint. 


An obstacle to the advancement 
of Indian trade. : 


Native passengers in Railway 
trains. 


Birthday Honours. 


er wiw i’ wa wae wae Ee TF wa“ we «€« 


n ee 


f 


(5821) 


77. Commenting on Lord Crewe's recent statement in the House of Dam onι,jjwds. 


1 Lords on the question of self-gevernment in India, 
a 2 Crewe on Self-Government tho Dainiłk Chandrika (Calcutta) of the 10th July 
— writes: — There is nothing to be elated at or to be 
despondent at, in all this. The future can never be foretold. The reform 
scheme of Lord Morley was a thing beyond what Indians and Anglo-Indians 
thought the region of possibility. And yet, what was beyond the region of 
hopes is now an actual reality. Who can tell that in the future also, what 
cannot be even hoped for now, will not be a realized fact. Surely, Lord Crewe 
himself cannot be so short-sighted gs not to recognize this. The fact is, as the 
Indian Daily News puts it, the future is in nobody’s hands; circumstances 
change and thus imperatively call for new arrangements. 

God has entrusted the British with the government of India, and their 
government has been a progressive one. We must recognize the guiding hand 
of God in all wordly affairs. The Government of India is being conducted as 
He wills it. The idea of granting Colonial self-government to India is now 


being opposed, but so were Lord Morley’s reforms oppused before they were 
granted. Who can tell that history will not repeat itself? Why should not 


things, now being protested against, be subsequently accepted as proper ? 
Why should that which is impossible now be impossible in the future? Times 
are changing. | 
78, The Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 12th July is glad that Lord 
1 rewe's utterances are calling forth strong and 
15 unanimous protests from Moslem organs of public 
opinion, Even conservative journals like the Aligarh Institute Gasette and the 
Baisa Akbar, are using emphatic language against His Lordship in this 
connexion. As the former paper points out, there is nothing in history as a 
settled fact, and the march of events may prove too strong for Lord Crewe, as 
it had for Lord Morley in regard to the Partition of Bengal. Anyway, 
expressions of opinion like these by the Moslem press afford a proof that 
Moslems are no longer prepared to confine their attention to narrow special 
interests, sacrificing the more serious general interests. This is an indication 
of the good effect of the spread of education among Moslems, This should bea 
atrong incentive to all Indians, irrespective of caste and creed, who have any 
patriotic aspirations, to strive might and main to promote education amov 
their Moslem compatriots. High education is bound to produce its —. 
effect on Moslems, as it has on Hindus. 
79. The Barisal Hitatehs [ Barisal) of the 8th July writes that regrets at 
1 this change of front on Lord Crewe's part are vain. 
: It is silly and impudent to quote Lord Macaulay’s 
prophecy about an awakened India asking for self-government as a guarantee 
that India is bound to get self-government, when she is ripe for it. The 
spectacle of undue elation and sudden depression on the part of educated 
Indians at what a Macaulay or a — or a Crewe may say, is really ridicul- 
ous. A subject race bas no politics. It is useless criticising high officials and 
exciting animosity against them. Raise yourselves by righteous conduct, 
and then you will hold your own destinies in your own hands. 


80. The Rungpur Dikprakash | Kakina) of the 7th July has the following Raxoron Drerai. 


in English :— 
Ibid. The spectacle of Lord Crewe, 8 of 
State for India in a Liberal Ministry, lying down 


eowed before the angry roars of Imperious Lord Curzon and his amazin 
volie face, is sure to deal a most damaging blow to British prestige an 
honour, and will fill every Indian heart with a keen sense of indignant and 
painful disappointment ; but it is as certain as that the sun will rise to-morrow 
that it will completely fail in itsintended object. Because the sense of the 
country is that fe not only dealt an unprovoked and unjustifiable blow to 
its cherished and legitimate aspirations, though happily ineffectual, but he has 
in a most gratuitous manner cast insults upon her, even supposing that his 
expression is his honest personal conviction that India must for ever continue 
in a state of bondage and abject helplessness, We cannot help thinking that 
it was hardly in good taste to give utterance to those views and to say that he 
does not consider the people of India capable of ever bettering their fallen lot, 
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and therefore unfitted for anything better. To deprive us of all facilities, to 
keep us in u state of helplessness, to take ‘advantage of our misfortunes, and 
then to jeer and scoff at us, and say that we are fit for nothing better, is 
hardly what we expected from so honourable a statesman of Liberal Ministry 
as His Lordship is. Lord Crewe’s dictum would seem to imply that we are 
not to have our affairs looked into by the British Parliament. We are not to 
have anything like self-government; we are not to be ruled et even by 
our Sovereign; but must continue for ever to be autocratically ruled by a 
Bureaucracy. And this goes by 0 0 

Well, if the Ministry now in power, will not * us self-government 
under the paramountcy of British power, then we ask that we may be plaved 
under the direct and rule of our Sovereign. It would be incomparahly 
more congenial te us to be ruled by such a king as George V. It would be 
a consummation devoutly to be wished” and such an arrangement would be 
far more in keeping with Oriental traditions and ideals. As it is now we can 


the name of Conatitutional Government }- 


scarcely say we have a king or a constitution in the democratic sense of the 


term. If India is not fit for self-government, which is only another name for 
Constitutional Government, she can well demand to be placed under direct and 


‘personal rule of her Emperor. But a form of government, which neither 


partakes of the monarchical nor representative character, cannot satisfy ber 
aspirations for ever. We shall not be surprised if as an immediate o 

of Lord Crewe’s very unwise and alarmingly tactless disclaimer, the air in 
India is again filled with groans and murmurs of indignant disappointment and 
wounded pride, and perhaps followed by an unhappy agitation, This would 
be a matter for extreme regret, but all the elements of discord may be roused 
to activity. The disclaimer will certainly give a rude shock to the growing 
confidence which the people had begun to repose in the Government; and thus 
considerably distub the cordial and harmonious relations that were fast estab- 
lishing themselves between the ruled and the rulers. We therefore sincerely 
hope that the great mistake will be righted at the earliest opportunity. 

It is very fortunate that at a time like this a statesman of Lord Hardinge’s 
great calibre and high abilities and broad out-look, has the reins of the Govern- 
ment of India in his bands, and that so sympathetic and open-minded a 
Governor like Lord Carmichael should be at the head of the Government of 
Bengal. These great statesmen and their able colleagues have given ample 
indications of: their unflinching courage, of their convictions and their bold 
determination to adhere to their declared policy, and we may be sure that no 
amount of disclaimer by the Secretary of State or anybody else in the Houses 
of Parliament will lead to any perceptible change in the trend of British policy 
in India, at least for some time to come. It is also very gratifying that, not- 
withstanding some ardent reactionaries and selfiish er ge mesg journals, the 


entire educated community are fully aware that the views expressed b 


Lord Crewe are fundamentally and directly opposed to the spirit and outlo 
of — policy in India, and that therefore they cannot have any permanent 
value. 
It is very gratifying to observe that the Statesman, a leading Engliah 
ournal in Calcutta, has taken altogether a very correct view of the incident. 
The Statesman observes that ‘deny self-government within the Empire for 
ever to the Indians is to think meanly of British rule and the capacity of the 
Indians” and doubtless every rightthinking man will accept this view of the 
case. 
81. The Sunpivoni [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes that, as 8 
eae preliminary to the establishment of Self-Govern- 
sow Goversment is Endl, soot in India. it is necessary that competent men 


‘should be returned to the District and Local Boards, the Municipalities and 


the Legislative Councils, nnd that these men should continue in rendering 
service to the country fearlessly. When such a day comes, Self-Government 
is bound to he And that day is not very distant, though Lord 
Morley and Lord Crewe may not see the possibility of its coming at all. 
82. The Hitavadi —— of the 12th July believes that the proposed 
Royal Commission to enquire into the public 
service in India will do little good: to the Indians 
themselves. A similar Commission, appoin 
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26 years ago, not only failed to widen the scope of Indians in the public 
service, but actually abolished a number of high posts to which Indians used 
to be appointed, as for instance, the posts of Statutory Civilians. Of course, 
it cannot be said for certain that, under the present circumstances, when 
Lord Crewe and Lord Hardinge sit at the head of Indians affairs, the new 
Commission will not express itsetf in favour of appointing Indians to the 
higher posts of the public service. But if it is really intended to enlarge the 
8CO 4 Indians in the public service, it is necessary that able and experienced 
Indians should be appointed members of the Commission. And it will be 
extremely satisfactory if the rumour that Sir K. G. Gupta and Mr. Gokhale 
will be appointed its members, turns out true. The attention of the Commis- 
sion is drawn to the fact that the authorities of the East Indian Railway and 
the Telegraph Department altogether exclude Indians from the high posts 
under them. In short, in India, one community, namely, the Anglo-Indians 
seek appointments in the public service on the strength of their colour, and 
another community, namely, the Musalmans, seek them on the strength of 
their rel'gion. ‘he Hindus alone have to show superior ability and compe- 
tence for getting posts in the service. The Commission is prayed to 
recommend the abandonment of this policy of partiality, and recognize the 
superior claims of ability and competence in this respect. 
83. The Muhammadi Calcutta] of the 12th July hopes that the 

A Royal Commission to enquire Commission, though appointed from England, will 
into the public service in India. contain on it representative Indians like Messrs. 
Surendra Nath Banerji and Gokhale, on the one hand, and Mr. Amir Ali and 
the Aga Khan on the other. And the terms of reference also should be 
generous and comprehensive. This Commission should also be on its gaurd 
against taking, as representative public opinion, the views of title-seeking 
self-styled leaders of society. It should also recognize that it may have 
matters to discuss where there is a conflict of interest between the rich and 
the poorer sections of the community. For example, rich Moslems would 
strongly object to a system ef simulteneous Civil Service Examination, because 


they can send their sons to England. But the entire body of middle-class — 


Moslems will enthusiastically welcome this proposal. 

84. The Ananda Bazar Pa irita [Calcutta] of the 11th July is surprised 
to hear that it is proposed tocompensate Mr. Clarke. 
It is inconceivable what loss he has suffered, for 
which he is to be compensated. A proposal to compensate is perhaps showing 
contempt to the High Court in the present case. For that Court held Mr. 
Clarke guilty on the evidence. The High Court did not certainly act on 
malice. How then has Mr. Clarke been treated unjustly, for which he is to 
be compensated? Brajendra Babu was not actuated by malice or any bad 
motive, for he appealed twice to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Viceroy 
for redress, he wanted only to save his honour. He also did not subject Mr. 
Clarke to a rigorous cross-examination, and he claimed only nominal damages 
of Rs. 500. And Mr. Clarke did not have to spend a farthing on his defence, 
the tax-payer found the money for him wholly. He was not suspended 
during the trial, and has probably secured an increment of salary since the 
case was instituted. If then Mr. Clarke is to be compensated, men accused 
by the police and subsequently acquitted by the Courts might also claim 
damages. Their claims for such compensation will be more just than Mr. 
Clarke’s, for they are often ruined by the protracted legal proceedings to 
which they are subjected. 

85. Those who wish the Government to compensate Mr. Clarke, says 
0 4 f the Tirhut Samachar [ Muzaffarpore] of the 11th 
e en to acquitted July, should know that fair play requires that 
Dinesh Chandra Sen, who was arrested as a danger- 
ous conspirator and detained in custody for eight months before he was acquit- 
ted by the trying court, is à more deserving man for compensation, as he 
suffered on account of the mistake of the Government. 

86. The Noyak (Calcutta) of the 13th July refers to the current objec- 

‘R i tions against the distribution of territories conse- 
bution. d territorial redistri- quent on the modification of the Partition of Bengal, 
| and observes that the three provinces of Bengal, 


Compensation to Mr. Clarke 


MoumAaumaDt, 
July 12th, 1912. 


Arent Bazar 
PaTRIKa, 


July 11th, 19.8. 


Tramvr arten, 


July lith, 1913, 


Nara, 
July 13ib, 1047, 


* 
24 11 —— 
eee ae — oer 2 2 1 . r mf > 2 
a. 
aa 
f — ~ _— . 2 2 
— — — egeg * . Se 
— . * — — ad . 232 
1 5 z > Fer / ( ee —— — gine T 5 r 
8 . 9 7 K 1 = 5 9 Dia ie N 2 — 5 5 
9 7 Hep ome ye AP 2 4 27 " 


Navaxk, 
July 16th, 1913, 


( 824 ) 


‘har and Orissa, and Assam, as at present constituted, will have to be main. 
3 at a coat reatly exceeding their incomes, and that Orissa and ‘Chita. 
Nagpur are opposed to the establishment of the High Court of the new pro- 
vince in Bihar. It then goes on to say :— _ - EMOR 

There is a strong rumour at Ranchi tat (1) the Sonthal Parganas, 
Manbhum, Singhbhum, Orisea, the Kissengunj subdivision: of the Purnea 
district, Sylhet, Cachar and most probably Assam also, will be amalgamated 
with Bengal; (2) the Executive Council of Bengal will be composed of four 
members of whom Sir Arehdale Earle will be the head; the Hon’ble Mr: Lyon 
will go to Bihar and Mr. Levinge or Mr. Gait will come to Bengal; (3\ Bihar 
will comprise Ranchi, Hazaribagh, Palamau, the Bhagalpur, Patna; Tirhut 
and Gorakhpur divisions, the eastern part of the Benares Division, and the 
north-eastern part of the Central Provinces; (4 Sindh will be incladed in the 
Punjab, the United Provinces will be extended to the Sutlej, and Bombay will 
be included in Berar. 93 

If this rumour is true, it must be said that tlie suthorities have at last come 
to their senses. Orissa cannot be separated from Bengal. ‘The Chota Nagpur 
Division is inalienably connected with Calcutta on account of its coal industry. 
In the interest of English tradors, the jute, tea, indigo and coal industries 
must he kept under Bengal. It is an extremely happy thing that Lord 
Hardinge has found out his mistake within a very short time, and we shall 
bless him for-rectifying it. | 

87. The Nayak | Caloutta} of the 16th July writes: 

We wrote in our last Friday's issue an article 
based on a Ranchi rumour. The Bengalee now 
says that the Rajmahal and Jamtara Subdivisions are to be amalgamated with 
Bengal, as will also be the Kissenganj Subdivision of Puralia. The Patrika 
on the other hand has it that in the Pakur and Naya Dumka Subdivisions, 
Bengali has been abolished and Hindi made the Court language, and this is 
causing serious inconvenience to the local 3 Naya Dumka and 
Pakur also, will be amalgamated with Bengal. Further, we have heard from 
reliable authority that the permanently- settled tracts in the United Provinces, 
Bihar, Bengal and Assam are to be brought under the two administrations of 
Bihar and Bengal, Thus, the permanently settled tracts in the Gorakpur and 
Benares divisions will be brought over to Bihar. Already the Bhikna village 
in Balia District, has been transferred to Shahabad District in Bihar. Orissa 
will be restored to Bengal, and so will Singhbhum, Manbhum and part of 
Hazaribagh. For the above-mentioned reason, Sylhet and Cachar also will be 
brought under Bengal, | 

At Dacca, at an outlay of some 70 lakhs, a Government House and big 
Secretariat offices have been built. Sir Charles Bayley has purchased ‘two lakhs 
worth of furniture from England for Government House. All this is lying 
in packing cases, unused. Fine carpets still remain rolled up and are getting 
worm-eaten. Gardens in front of big Secretariat Buildings: are, théongh 
neglect, getting weed-grown and quite unfit for human use. At Dacca” now 
there are available quarters three times more extensive than necessary. Lord 
Carmaichael has gone over in force, but it is incalculable how much money 
has been wasted. in these moves. If the Governor goes to Dacca every year 
in such strength, the cost will be twice that of the Simla exodus.. 


* 


A fresh partition.“ 


At Calcutta, too, splendid palatial ‘offices are lying unused.’ Belvedere 


House is getting weed-grown, Hastings House is infested with evil. sprits. 
Treasury Buildings too are unoccupied. During the last ten days Lord 
Carmichael occupied one corner of Government House; The Viceroy's 
stables, coach - house, Pri vate 1 offices, Military Secretary’s quarters, 


the quarters for the Bodyguard, the Foreign offioe—all are lying empty. Later 


on, the Currency office and other buildings also will lie empty. The land on 
Russa Road and Chowringhee Road crossing, bought for 


remains vacant; the building materials accumulated there have run to waste. 


Ranchi is a small town and suffers badly from water-scarcity. Its sudden’ 


transformation into a temporary Capital for Bihar and - Orissa has brought, as 
accession, 3,000 men to its population. Big wells had not been dug beforehand 


to add to the water-supply hitherto available. This has resulted in a serious 


water-acarcity. The poor elerks reside in the town proper, whence the Govern- 


ousing officials still 


. „ „ „ ie 1. 
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ment offices are ten miles away. The push-pueh and the jhampan are the only: 
available means. of conveyance, and they are limited in number also}: 
and not e can afford the expense of using them. So, many clerks 
have to walk eight miles every. day to and from office. The result of 
this hard. exertion renders them unable to do their offico-work properly. 
Besides, edibles are searce in the town, fish: and vegetables are almost not to 
be had at all. Most of the clerks have been, therefore, living these months on 
a most meegre diet, and the result has been that many of them are suffering 
from dysentery. The offices have corrugated iron-roofs, and during day time, 
their: insides become insufferably hot, making serious work there impossible. 
The clerks: and sahebs have thus often to leave those offices and seek the 
shade of the trees. Papers and files are lying all in disorder. Work is not 
roceeding properly, and things are in serious confusion. And yet already 
20 lakhs have been spent on this migration. It has yet to be seen whether 
Bankipore will be possible as a permanent Capital. TLe next outbreak of plague 
will drive many people away from the town. Until next winter, one cannot 
tell for certain what place is to be the permanent Capital of Bihar. This 
means that for a whole year now the Bihar Secretariat will remain in:a’state 
of confusion at Ranchi. And no one can tell what the future is to be. 
At Delhi, too it is the same. But then Delhi 1s a big city where there are 
good communications: and all sorts of: edibles is plenty. But Delhi suffers 
from malaria, plague, cholera and pneumonia. Life in camps in winter at Delhi 
will be a most serious thing for all. Many Bengali clerks will have to spend 
the next winter at Simla, and they will suffer no end of misery in that terrible 
Himalayan cold. Furthermore, it has not yet been settled where the perma: 
nent Capital at Delhi is to be located. {t does not seem also that much money 
will be spent on a temporary Delhi. The result will be that officers will suffer 
great misery during the next five or six years because of these goings to ‘and fro; 
confusion is on all sides. 


There is an air of uncertainity on all sides, Nobody can: tell what 


to- morrow will bring. Money also is being wasted like water. And yet the 


public finances are in such a state that many desirable works of utility are 
being postponed for want of money. Railway construction, canal excavation, 
urgent sanitary works all are in a state of suspension for want of funds, And 
yet countless lakhs of money are being spent on building work st Delhi and 
Kanchi. The public may not say anything e<plicitly about it, but they feel it all 
and are sorry for it. Expressions of this feeling have reached our office. Weare 
partial to Lord Hardinge, but wecannot support such uncertainty and confusion. 
The poor clerke are suffering no end of trouble because of these constant 
migrations, with their slender. purses. The: Zaglishman also shares this feeling 
as its article. on the Nomadic Government: of Bengal“ shows. We hope this 
article will draw the Viceroy’s notice, and he will removo this waste and this 
3 Unless he does this, the people of Eastern India will not be 
satisfied. oy an : 

88. A correspondent of the Tiypera Guide [Comilla] of the 9th July; 

— a the necessity of forming a new subdivision 
Tippera district, sin the westernmost. part of the Tippera district, 
and thinks that Muradnagar will be the best place 

for establishing its headquarters in : 

89. In the course of along article, the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 
9th July reiterates. its arguments against a parti- 
tion of the Mymensingh district and, if a partition 
must be made, against establishing the; headquarters of the new district at 
Jamalpore. The writer holds that the partition, as contemplated, was not asked 
for by the publie ; neither can it: be justified on grounds of either public con- 
venience or administrative facility. Mr. ill, the District Magistrate, is 
said to be opposed to it, on the ground that the new district will take out only 
a fifth part of the work of the District Judge of Mymensingh: Again, Mr. 
Thomson and Mr. Blackwood are said to have considered Madhupur to be the 
best place to become the headquarter town of the new district. Jhomna, 
Matsuddhi, Navagram, even Alapnagar, will be a better place than Jamalpore 
for the purpose. All these places are situated on the Atrai, a river of = 
and pure water. The Resolution of the Government of Eastern Bengal and 
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Assam, which was published in the local official Gazette dated the 29th 
January 1908, does not support the present scheme of partition. Why is Mr, 
Bonham Carter ignoring this Resolution? The same resolution also repudiat- 
ed the proposal to divide the district into three parts. The people of Tangail 
never supported a partition of Mymensingh. A few inhabitants of Tangail 
may at one time have done so with the hope that Tangail will be the head. 
quarters town of the new district. 

90. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 11th July appeals to Lord Carmi- 
chael to disallow the proposal to spilt up Mymen- 
singh District. A few zamindars and vakils may, 
for selfish reasons, support the partition but it is unpopular with the goneral 
public, It will mean the placing of a difficulty in the way of the public 

rogress. 
; 891. The Prajabandhu [ Brahmanberia] of the 5th July says that the 
vai people of Chowki Bajitpur support the scheme of, 
partitioning the Mymensingh district, and hope that 
Bajitpur will soon be made a subdivision. 
92. While to complain against the propriety of the removal of the 
1 Capital to Delhi would, according to the Daily 
Dake «Construction at Bharat Miira [Calcutta] of the 11th July, be a cry 
in the wilderness, seeing all the efforts of the local 
Anglo-Indian journals in this direction to be in vain, the paper considers it to 
be its duty to entera strong protest against the policy of incurring heavy 
expenditure for building a temporary Capital which would, considering the 
unhealthiness of the site selected, mean throwing an enormous sum of 
money into the water. It therefore hopes Lord Hardinge would listen to 
the request of the poor subjects and stop the work of further construction, 
even if the money already spent may be wasted, and leave the offices to remain 
in Calcutta or Simla till the permanent Capital is built. 

93, The Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th July is glad to learn 

Tie that the Government of Lord Hardinge is trying 
oP to incur as little expenditure as possible in building 
the temporary Capital, but it would still urge on stopping any further 
expenditure on that account, as suggested in its previous day’s issue. 

94. Referring to the allegation persisted in by the Amrita Basar Pairiks 

to the effect that the public buildings at Dacca are 
„„ of money very badly constructed, so much so that Lord 

gs. : ; 

Carmichael will no! be able to put up in the 

Lieutenant-Governor’s residence, the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 13th July 
regrets that public money is squandered in this manner by the authorities. 
The construction of temporary buildings at Ranchi has cost ten lakhs of 
rupees, and yet they have been most uncomfortable. The construction of 
temporary buildings at Delbi will cost an enormous sum of money. The 
architects from England have taken large sums of money, and yet there is no 
sign of 1 building for the new Capital. On the other hand, palatial 
poe buildings in Calcutta are lying unused. It is highly regrettable that 

ord Hardinge is not being able to manage affairs properly. 

95. The Shtkeha [Arrah] of the 4th July, is grateful to Government, 

6 a Rl has in a way sanctioned a High Court for 

96. Seeing the Bengalis first trying to keep in Bengal some of the best 

districts of Bihar at the time of the separation of 
the two provinces, and now agitating against the 
grant of a separate High Court to the new province, the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of 
the 7th J uly observes that, although such attitude of the Bengalis is not un- 
natural, it had never realized before that selfishness can blind people to such 
a shameless extent. But so long as the educated Biharis will, the journal adds, 
remain alert, the hue aud cry of the Bengalis will have no effect. 

97. The Eiharis, says the Mithila Mihir r of the 13th July, 

. p will never feel satisfied till they have got a separate 
. High Court and a University, as till then they will 
; remain deprived of many advantages. It is ho 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will leave no stone unturned to make the 
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called to be selfish by the journal, which refutes the argument that: the pew 
High Court would be official-ridden. No influence can be of any avail to 
one who is conscienscious and bent on doing justice. l 
98. The Hitaradi Calcutta] of the 13th July says that a great injustice 
will be done to the Uriyas if the capital of the 
new province is established in one corner of it, 
namely, Bihar. Why should not the principle which has led the Government 
of India to shift its capital to a central place, namely, Delhi, apply to 
the case of the new province? Is it because the Uriyas are a dumb. people 
and cannot agitate, while the Biharis have influence with the Government 
and can make themselves heard? Speaking impartially, Ranchi is the best 
place to be the capital of the new province. orn 
99. In criticising the tours of the Provincial and Imperial Governments 
and their 1 more than one Capital, the Daily 
Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th July writes. 
The present diseases of India are all infectious, The Imperial Govern- 
ment is 2 from the disease of making tours, and the Provincial Govern- 
ments have caught that infection. The cause of the disease from which the 
people as well as the Governments are suffering is, however, the same viz., 
the weakness of the Indians both of the body and the mind, on account of 
which they have lost all resisting power. We would not be victims of diseases 
like the plague, cholera, etc. if we had nourshing food to keep our bodies 
in health. The disease which the Government is subject to would not be so 
seriousif we had Liberty’s gift to man, natural and political rights, without which 
our minds have become so feeble. Survival of the fittest is the law in the 
constant struggle with Nature. Man, as he developes his intelligence, begins 
to weaken his limbs and at last succumbs to Nature's onslaughts. : 
“Government is a necessary evil,” says a statesman. Man has, however, 
been obliged to accept it as lesser of the two evils, viz., anarchy and despotism. 
Europeans have, after great efforts, been able to limit the powers of their 
kings. The duty of a king is clear from the origin of that institution. It 
is to protect the people in every way; but we see that our Government is 
not true to it in financial matters. Our learned men have shown the extravag- 
ance of Government in various departments of State by proofs which admit of 
no doubt, but it has had no effect. Expenditure is continually increasing 
instead of decreasing. We would give only one instance of it to-day and 
hope Government would consider it calmly. } ae 
The paper here points out the heavy expenditure involved in moving 
the: Government offices from place to place, and the action of the local 
Governments in making extensive tours in imitation of the Imperial 
Government, and concludes with the hope that Lord Carmichael would take 
the initiative in this matter and listen to the piteous cry of his people, their 
having no other means to stop this extravagance. | 
100. The Moslem HMitatshs 2 of the 12th July 8 — 
Achhad Mandal and Khadumali Shaikh of village 
Marshigachi within the jurisdiction of the Sarisa 
Post Office in the 24-Parganaa district, writes to us that the local Postman 
makes over their copies of the Moslem Hitaishi to whatever persons he meets 
in the Sarisa market place, and that consequently they do not get the paper 
regularly, and sometimes do not at all get it. if this state of things continues 
they will be obliged to cease to subscribe to the paper, and, moreover, the 
paper will not be able to secure other subscribers in the locality. We have 
been drawing the attention of the authorities to this sort of compleint for 
a long time, but to no effect. We are actually losing subscribers. 
101. The Nayak Deen of the 16th July, in reference to the Army 
Mit: i in. India Committee now sitting at Simla under 
itary expenditure in Indis-. PField-Marshal Lord Nicholscn, suggests a reduc- 
tion of the British garrison, and also a reduction of the“ Contribution“ payable 
to Britain. The Army expenses f India swallow up the whole of her land. 
revenue almost. A reduction of the military: expenditure is, therefore, called 
for, Specially, one must think of the future. A big war will require the 
raising of an army of five or seven lakhs of men, and that will be 
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dificult if Government goes on with its present terrible scale of military 

expenditure. 3 ek | 
102, Referring to the proposal to abolish the system of keeping the 
numbers of stolen and lost currency notes in the 


ffi l > . 
Pease cg ry Loo aac oy an ces, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 12th 


The proposed change will preclude all possibility of the public getting 
back their lost and stolen notes. | 

The proposed change will facilitate forgery of notes. 

There is the danger of the proposed change making people lose faith in 
notes. 


Tradesman may be saved from harassment if it is ruled that all responsi. 
bility of a tradesman in respect of a stolen note will cease the moment he will 
be able to prove that he received it from a customer. 


108, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th July prays Lord Hardinge to 
favourably consider the petition of a fourteen 
months old child, named Jogendrakumari, for the 
release of her father, formerly aclerk in the Muzafferpur Land Acquisition 
office, from jail. 

104, Referring to the proposal of Mr. Johnson of the Cawnpur Chamber 
of Commerce before the Congress of the Chamber 
of the Empire, to abolish the excise duty on cotton 
in this country, and its opposition bY Mr. Graham of the Bombay Chamber, 
the Daily Bharat Mitra | Calcutta} of the 10th July explains the cause of this 
difference by pointing out that not asingle mill in Bombay belongs to a 
European, and therefore Mr. Graham fears that the abolition would mean loss 
to Manchester manufacturers, The paper then indulges in speculation as to 
the result of the Conservatives coming into power and adopting protection, and 
says India, even then, will not fare better, since tne ye of preference and free 
trade between the mother country and India will result in loss to Indian 
revenue which will have to be made good by fresh taxation, which, if done, 
would create discontent. How protection can benefit India has been shown by 
the duty levied by the Government of India on imported tobacco, The 
imposition has, says the paper, stimulated the Cigar industry in India so much 
as to make the supply equal to the demand almost impossible. India would, 
there fore be greatly benefited if similar protecticn is given to cloth manufac- 
tured in the country. 


105. In its leading articles of the 13th and 14th July, the Dasly Bharat 
3 Mitra [Calcutta] sounds a note of warning to its 
Extension of the cultivation of readers against the effects of the efforts that are 
e now being made in England for the increase of 
cultivation of cotton in this country, and points out how Lancashire, finding 
itself helpless to cope with cotton merchants of America, is trying to influence 
the Secretary of State and the Government of India to press the 
Indians to grow more cotton in thiscountry. The paper examines the proposals 
of the deputation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce which waited upon the 
Secretary of State on the subject, and is glad that the latter has not accepted 
most of them, but it has no doubt the Government will leave no stone unturned 
to see that cotton is grown in India more extensively than before, and seeing 
it would mean loss to the Indians in various ways, it was time that they should 
see that the cultivation does not pass nway from their hands into those of 
the Europeans. 


106. How strange, exclaims the Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
. 16th 2 ye 1 nag oe Bicol * 
e very rightly introduced the Dis establishment Bi 
6 for wales, 3 have tolerated the injustice of 
pending tlie money of the Hindus and Musalmans in propagating Christianity, 
or in other words, cutting at the root of the religion of the two communities 
with the help of the money taken from them. | 


May we hope, asks the paper, that this misuse of our money will 
be stopped ? | 
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107. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes that the officers in 
pe eee a Bengal in amt 3 Education pee 
Allegations against certain public Police services cannot forget the training the 
— ee received during the past six years, So, it n 
is to be restored to Eastern Bengal, these officials should be transferred to 
Bihar. | 
A Dacca correspondent writes to us that the services of the police are 
being utilized in order to obtain information as to the previous character of 
students seeking admission into the local colleges. This is amazing beyond 
experience. If it is true, it affords clear evidence of the degradation of the 
Education Department. oe 
Again, Mr. Bonham Carter objects to the Barisal District Association 
presenting Lord Carmichael with an address, because he is ignorant of the 
existence of such a body. And yet this Association greeted the King-Emperor 
during his late visit and received His Majesty’s acknowledgements therefor. 
The Dacca People’s Association and the Mymensingh District Association 
have been directed by the same Mr. Bonham Carter to omit all reference to 
wants and grievances in the addresses they are about to present to Lord 
Carmichael. And yet His Excellency has underteken his tour to know the 
circumstances of the country from the people at first hand. Still the Commis- 
sioner wants to gag people's mouths. | 
108. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th July speaks enthusiastically of 
Sir Archdale Earle's courtesy, openmindedness, 
a honesty of purpose and sincere desire to do good 
to the country and the people under his rule, and quotes passages from his 
speches in illustration of these noble qualities of his character. 
109. The Mithila Mihir [Darbhanga] of the 13th July notices the 
* aeeated courtesy shown by Lord Carmichael to Babu 
„ Paresh Nath Sen, Professor, Bethune College, in 
saluting him a second time on the latter’s taking no notice of the first salam 
through inattention, and contrasts the good breeding of His Lordship with that 
— an Assistant Magistrate who, annoyed by the salute of a boy, got him fined 
a Court, | 
. 110. The crooked policy of the East India Company is responsible, 
says the Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th 
July, for the disappearande of the ship-building 
industry of India, which before its advent built sea-going vessels far superior to 
those then made in England. The Indians were once noted not only for build- 
ing merchant-ships but warships as well. Maharaja Sivaji maintained a strong 
navy, which not only defended the coast but attacked other countries. It is to 
be 4 that the Indians of the present day do not know how to build a 
small steamer even. : 


Ship-building industry of India. 


III.—LEOIsLATTOxN. 


111. The strike in the Jute Mills in and around Calcutta leads the 
Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 10th July to 
admire the Divine law on seeing that the evil 
consequences of the, Factories Act meant to injure the Indians has redounded 
on Europeans first. There is, however, no doubt that the Indian mill-owners 
will be losers in competing with Lancashire mill-owners. 


Effects of the Factories Act. 


VI—MIscELLANEOUS. 


112. The Basamati [Calcutta] of the 13th July hears that Babu Surendra 
1 Nath Banerji and Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, who 
n pas public. is at once his mentor and master, his pupil and his 
andertaking on a political matter. lord, has given an undertaking as representatives 
of all Bengal, in a certain political matter to Lord 

Carmichael, There was, however, a Committee formed at the last conference, 
with Mr. B. Chakravarti as its Secretary. It was decided at the outest that 


all political affairs were to be managed in consultation with this Committee, 
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Bat Babus Surendra Nath and’ Bhupendra Neth’ have given an undertaking 
in certain political matters to the Governor without having consulted this 
Committee at all. An eminent gts ee be this remarked’ that he did 
not care to have anything to do at all with such back door politics. Bot 
Bhupendra has long since ceased to use the front door in polities. In the name 
of Bengal, we demand to know what are the points on which he and Surendra 
Babu have given an undertaking. If this sort of hide-and-séek-poliey is to be 
pursued in political matters in Bengal, let politics ‘perish, we say. After all, 
what assurance has Bhupendra Babu got that the entire public of Bengal will 
implicitly follow his lead in the matter of this undertäking? | 
113. In the course of a long satirical article, the Nayak (Calodtta) of 
Bee the 12th July says, that Babu Surendranath 
Babus Surendra Nath end Banerjee and Baba Bhupendranath’ Bastr have, 
uadertabisg ona foliteal mater, out of a purely selfish motive, given an under. 
taking to Lord Caemichael to secede from the 
swadesht agitation, on the ground that with the annulment of the ‘Partition 
of Ben 


the necessity for it has ceased. It is; moreover, alléged that this 


is not the first time that they have given an undertaking to Government: When 
Sir Andrew Fraser wanted to stop picketing by boys by. appointing Special 


constables, Surendra Babu and Bhupendra Babu saved themseves by giving 
him an undertaking, In Sir Edward Baker’s time, again, Surendra Babu 
ave an undertaking to Government to renounce the ‘boycott and try 
is best to keep boys out of politics. The consequence of this was that 
money poured in from all directions for the construction of the Ripon 
College building. To Lord Hardinge also they gave the undertakig ‘to 
support the Delhi changes, and not to, agitate or join the agitation of the 
. lo-Indian merchant community against the transference of the Capital to 
elhi. | 25 | eR’, 1 
114. Under n U heading the Star of India [Arrah] of 
5 . „ tbe J2th July writes:—- -. f | | 
FU 15 88 been kaid that there can 
be no unity between Hindus and Muhammadans until religious bigotry’ be 
relegated to a secondary place. Just now one K. 8. Jasawala has submitted a 
representation to tlie Vicerny to stop cow-killing in India, and in addition to 
the usual absurd reasong, he has adyanced the argument that the Australian 
beef is better and more wholesome than the Indian beef. Tne donation of 
Rs. 20,000 by His Highness the Maharaja of Durbhanga 6 the Moslem 
University and such other charitable actions of the Hindus, liave done a good 
deal in winning over the selfish Muhammadan, leaders. Even his Highness 
Sir Aga Khan and the enlightened Muhammadanis of Aligarh haye been made 
victims to the tactics of the Hindus. Although the Muhammadan law strictly 
warns the Muhammadans to keep away from fraud and deceit; but the selfith 
leaders ignore the injunction, and pridethemeelyes in doing what is forbidden 
for them. The paper admits that the country will have no rest unless and until 
one or the other party keep quiet, but by so doing the silent or the yielding 
party will gradually be deprived of all its rights. The Hindus, supported by 
a few selfish Muhammadans, say that the Muhammadans slaughter cows as a 
mere pasture, whereas Muhammadans doit as a pious work enjoined on them 
by their religion, without any intention of wounding the feelings of those pro- 
fessing another faith. The Christians also slaughter cows, but with no motive 
of insulting the Hindus who are not annoyed with them. It is to the Muham- 
madans on Y slaughtering cows that the Hindus object, nay, turn bloodthirsty 
in spite of the fact that, comparatively, the number slaughtered for the use 
of the Christians is far in excess of that killed by the Muhammadans. The 
paper concludes with the remark that, in a country where such disagreement 
exists, any attempt to bring about unity is rather insanity. 
115. In view of the oe that the international relations of Europe have 
ee come seriously complicated, so much so that an 
ay a + ordinary —— might plunge the whole 
continent into the flames of war, and that pro- 
French propensity of Sir Edward Grey, who has become unpopular to some 
extent, might at any time cause a friction between England and Germany, the 
Hitavarte (Calcutta) of the 7th July does not find itself inclinéd to dispose of 


ee ae, 
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the rumoured departure of Lord Hardinge from India, and the likelihood of his 
being appointed the Foreign Minister, as altogether groundless, 

ut India will suffer great loss, the paper adds, if the rumour comes out 
te be true. The wisdom, tact and efficiency which Lord Hardinge has 
displayed within the short period he has been in India, cannot be ordinarily 
expected from others, His Excellency has not only promised to devote more 
funds to education and sanitary improvemeuts but has translated his words 
into action. Himself being a man of talents and judgment he is not expected 
to easily sanction repressive measures at the instance of his Secretaries. Even 
a Viceroy cannot do any good to Jndia unless he can influence the Ministers in 
England, and Lord Hardinge commands such influence. We are therefore 
sorry to hear of his departure. 


Unrra Papers. 


116. Referring to a remark of the Star of Utkal [Cuttack] to the effect 
* that there is no public opinion in Orissa, the Utkal 
F Dipika [Cuttack] of the 6th July writes a long 
article in English, in refutation of this remark, and observes that the public 
opinion which does exist in Orissa has been treated with contempt, as is clear 
from a glance at the history of Orissa under the Bengal Government, because 
Orissa did not adopt the methods which were adopted by some people in 
Bengal to add weight to public opinion. The editor concludes the article with 
the following remarks :— 
‘‘ Orissa is now under a new Government with promises of better attention. 
The people are anxiously waiting to see what attention His Honour will pay to 
the claims of Orissa in settling the details of his administration. The language 
of the despatches which created the new province does not held out any hope 
of a better state of things. But the recent interpretation of Lord Crewe of a 
ortion of the despatches would lead one to think that in official life language 
is still used, as an ancient distinguished writer said, “to conceal thoughts. 
The public expect to have an unequivocal elucidation of the despatches during 
His Honour’s tour in Orissa. In the meantime, we should request our contem- 
porary the “ Star of Utkal” to suggest means by which public opinion, without 
transgressing the limits of constitutional modus operandi, can attract Govern- 
ment attention and command serious consideration. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 
Bengali Translator. 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITH 
BY THE BENGAL SPECIAL DEPARTMENT, 


[As it stood on 1st January 1912.) 


No. Name of Publication. |Where published.] Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. | Cireulatior. 
1 | Amrita Basar Patrika | Calcutte Daily eo. | Kali Prasanna Chatterji, age 48, Brahmin h 600 to 4,000 
2 |**Bengalee” ... Ditto Do. on — Nath Banerji and Kali Nath , 500 to 8,600 
8 „ Hindoo Patriot | Ditto | Do. oe a silach Choate Kettle iste | 800 to 1,000 

Small Cause Court, also contributes. 

4® | „Indian Echo’’ Ditto „ | Weekly Kunju Behary Bose, age 45, Kayastha... 600 

6 [% Indian Empire” Ditto „Do. „ | Kishori Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt 2,000 
6 E Indian Mirror” Ditto Daily Satyendra Nath Sen eee * . | 1,000 to 1,606 

2 | ite =| Weir |B teat, Sates sal] am 
% Musalman” Ditto „„ A. Rasul and M. Rahman . . 11,000 to 1,590 

9 | eis and Rayyet Ditto one Do. „ | Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years 400 

10 Telegraph Ditto Do. ee. | Satyendra Kumar Bose bes one 2,000 

11 | “Comrade” Ditto at 10 2 1 Ali, 3.4. (Oxon.), age] 3, 600 

12 | “Herald” . | Dacca Do. „ Pryo Nath Sen a 0 aes 

18 | ‘* East” Do. ee | Bi-weekly — eee 


* Has not been published for the last six months, and most probably i will not be published again. 


Part II or tog Weekty Report. 


Additions to, and alterations in, the List of Vernacular Newspapers as tt stood on the let June 1919. 


No. | Name of Publication. | Wher published.“ 


Name, oaste and age of Editor. 


Edition. Circulation. 
New . Worlds Messenger” . No. 18, Kali} Monthly (Eng- Raghu Probir Mitra (Hindu), age 23 100 copies. 
Prasad Chakra-| lish). years. | 
F berty’s Street. 
Do, ]“ Current Indian Cases” | No. 1-1, College Monthly (Eng- Monindra Nath Mitter and Brothers] Ditto. 


(a law paper). 


Square, East. 


lish). 


(Kayastha), age 32 years. 
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I Tonnen Por rrics. 


of events in the newly-created Republics of China 
and Portugal, wriies the Indian Mirror, is of great 

The Republies of China and interest to students of politics all over the world 
bs and to those of Eastern countries in particular. 
It exposes the fallacy of the proposition that any nation can rise to greatness 
simply by overthrowing the old order of W People who condemned 
the Manchu dynasty are slowly realising the fact that well-ordered despotism 
is a blessing compared with lawless republicanism. . . The cases of China 
and Portugal should be a serious lesson to the Eastern nations, among whom so 
much is heard nowadays about nationalism, political independence, and so 
forth. Ihe best way in which a nation can rise is not by overthrowing the 
old order, but by systematic self-development, It is impossible to build a 
nation of people possessing merely visionary ideals.” 


1184. “The march 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


1185. The Amrita Bazar Pairika regrets that additional police are to be 
3 posted for another year in the districts of Jessore 
and Khulne. ‘*' Considering that most of the belli- 
gerents are either in jail or have decamped, and that the villages have 
resumed their normal and peaceful courses of life, the continuation of this 
unwelcome measure smacks a bit of vindictiveness. It will onlv have the 
effect of putting further loads on those innocent villagers who, what with 
the late criminal case and other causes, have already been reduced to the 
verge of destitution.” ‘T'he paper hopes Lord Carmichael will take pity on 
these poor villagers and veto this unhappy decision of his subordinates. 
1186. Referring to His Excellency’s speech at Dacca on the question of 
fe the Munshiganj and Madaripur additional police, 
the Amrita Bazar Pairtka writes :—‘‘ We must say 
that His Excellency’s decision in regard to the punitive police is a great 
disappointment, Not only should these sources of immense trouble to the 
people of the localities, where they have been quartered, have been at once 
removed, but there is absolutely no necessity for the proposed posting of an 
additional police at the cost of the general public.” 


Additional police. 


(b:— Working of the Courts. 


1187. The Bengal observes that the retirement of Mr. Justice Brett in 
ee . 5 August next will create a vacancy in the High 
tik Gane end Court Bench which will afford an opportunity to 

: the authorities, of which, it is to be hoped, they 
will avail themselves, to recognise the just claims of the members of the 
Provincial Judicial Service. As the journal has said more than once, there 
is no reason why one or two of the Judges of the High Court should not 
8 ally be recruited from the Provincial Judicial Service or from Statutory 

ivilians. ee a ä 

1188. The Amrita Basar Patrika observes:—“ The proposed protest 


1 meeting to consider the Mymensingh decision is 


fair and impartial decisions, it is a thousand 
done, by 


: really a step in the right direction. At a time when 
the High Court is just restoring the disturbed equilibrium of the country by its 
pities that anything should be 
one, owever high an authority, calculated to lower its prestige and 
dignity. Such actions, besides casting an unmerited slur on the only institu- 
tion w ich enjoys in an unstinted measure the confidence and admiration of all 
sections of the public, will encourage those short-sighted and hyper-executivised 
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civilians who lose no opportunity, in season and out of season, to show 
their utter disregard of the High Court and its salutary rulings. We earnestly 
hope that the proceedings of the contemplated meeting will adequately reflect 
the volume and intensity of the indignation felt against the 3 Privy 
Council judgment on the one band, ss well as the public confidence in and 
admiration for this bulwark of our rights and liberties on the other.” 
1189, The Amrita Basar Pairska, again referring to this subject writes: 
as “This very Judicial Committee dealt with the 
The Mymensingh decision. New Zealand Judges in much the same way as they 
have dealt with the Calcutta High Court Judges. Tho result was a public 
meeting of protest in New Zealand, and a subsequent climb down and recanta. 
tion by their Lordshipslof the Judicial Committee. Of course, we do not ex 
such a result to follow from our protests. But it may have at least this effect 
on their Lordships—that they may not hghtly treat our respected Judges in 
future in the same way as they have done in the present case. Then, again, 
the only way to make the judgment of the Privy Council innocuous is to 
secure a la w for neutralising the interpretation put upon certain provisions of 
the Criminal Procedure Code in the judgment in question, But, unless the 
people agitute, how can the Government be persuaded to move in the matter ?” 


(c)}—Jasls. 


1190. The Bengalee, commenting on the remittal of the sentence of an 
old man who was suffering from phthisis by His 
Excellency Lord Carmichael while visiting Khulna 
jail, remarks ;—‘' In every case where a prisoner is known to be suffering from 
a dangerous disease it re to be made obligatory upon the local authorities 
to enquire whether his relatives and friends are ready to take charge of him, 
If they express their willingness to do so, the prisoner should be relcased. 
The release of a prisoner under such conditions is an uct of humanity which 
not only produces a wholesome effect upon the individual concerned, but is 
appreciated by the whole community. It is certainly in keeping with the 
humanitarian principles which govern the treatment of prisoners in most of the 
civilised countries at the present day.“ 
1191. Reverting to the treatment of political prisoners in the Andamans, 
1 a the Bengales writes: —“ Between the political 
aaa ° A* prisoners and the common malefactor there is a 
| difference wide as the poles asunder. The one, 
misguided though he may be, is punished for his opinions, the other has broken 
the great laws of morality, the canons of right and justice, which hold together 
the elements of the social system. The difference between the two classes of 
prisoners is recognised in practice by every civilised community in the treat- 
ment accorded to them. Unhappily in the Andamans it seems that the 
maxims of civilised nations in the treatment of political prisoners have been 
reversed ; and they are treated with a harshness and severity far greater than 
in the case of murderers, habitual thieves and dacoits who are sent to the 
Andamans for punishment. The Government of India in this matter have an 
added responsibility thrown upon them, for the settlement is not under 
any Local Government but is controlled by the Supreme Government. The 
suicide of one of the political prisoners, named Indu Bhusan Roy, throws a lurid 
light upon the whole situation. We respectfully beg leave to bring the 
facts to the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy. The publie conscience and 
judgment will not be satisfied until a searching enquiry has been made by an 
impartial tribunal into these allegations. If true, the sooner the state of things 
is rectified the better for all concerned, and above all for the good name of 
the Government. We are confident that His Excellency the Viceroy will not 
tolerate the continuance of such a state of things.” 
1192. On the same subject, the Amrita Bagar Patrika writes:—“ It is 
1 incredible that any responsible British officials are 
a capable of treating utterly helpless prisoners, whose 
liberty has been taken away, in the eruel way they are alleged to haye done; 
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yet the charges against them are clear and definite. It is monstrous to con- 
template that while 1 murderers, cut-throats, and other ruffians are dealt with in 
a kindly spirit in the Andamans, political prisoners like Indu Bhusan, whose 
moral turpitude is far from as grave as that of the former, (sic) should receive 


a quite different treatment at the hands of the jail officials.” 


(d)— Education. 


1193. Commenting on the disadvantages under which Muhammadan 
students desiring collegiate education have to 
_ Collegiate education of the labour, the Mussaiman urges that when the Gov- 
— ernment is not disposed to open the doors of 
Government institutions to Muhammadan students without any restriction, it 
is neces that colleges should be founded specially for Muhammadan 
students, The journal is glad to notethat the Dacca University Committee has 
considered a proposal of raising the Dacca Madrassa to the status of a college. 
Whether the Committee is going to actually recommend this proposal to 
Government is not known, but it is to be hoped that this will be done, and that 
the Government, too, will favourably consider the question. It is needless to 
say that Muhammadans in the Eastern districts will be greatly benefited 
if the proposal be adopted. In Calcutta the need for such a college is equally 
great, rather here the need is greater, and it is necessary that the Muhammadan 
community should prevail upon the authorities to raise the Anglo-Persian 
Department of the Calcutta Madrassa to the status of a first grade college. 
1194. In the course of an article 4 the aoe School, Reis and Rayyet 
| Vrites:—“ The public have some grievances against 
3 the present — of 4 5 
premier school in Bengal bas not all the combinations of subjects for the Matri - 
culation Examination. ‘The school needs expansion. It is a pity that the 
growing needs of the school have remained unattended to for a long while. The 
unique position of the school is at once evident when it is remembered that 
parents living 6 or 7 miles away from the school send their boys there, and 
great is their disappointment when the Head Master has fo refuse admission for 
want of space. The school and its rival, the Hare School, which are well 
compared to the Harrow and Rugby of England, are looked upon as the best 
schools in Bengal. The Hirdu School has been deprived of a of its east 
wing by the University Institute. It is strange that the Hindu School pays 
for the rent of its own rooms lent to the University Institute. We ate 
been writing on this subject ever since the school has been unjustly robbed of 
its rooms. It has become necessary that not only should the school get back 
its rooms, but further rooms should to he added to the premises, and the teaching 
staff requires to be strengthened almost immediately. It is detrimental to the 
interests of the students that the teachers are, like Government servants in the 
Judicial and Executive Service, so often transferred.” 
1195. The Manikganj correspondent of the Herald writes;—*‘Much in- 
— convenience is being experienced in admitting, into 
Wann the local school, some students who have got 
transfer certificates from schools in Western Bengal, in consequence of the 
retention of the rules framed by the educational authorities under the Govern- 
ment which is now defunct. The Eastern Bengal and Assam authorities made 
a rule to the effect that a transfer certificate must state the cause of transfer 
otherwise the holder of the certificate could not be admitted into any affiliated 
institution. There being no such rule in Western Bengal, no such cause is 
stated in the certificates granted by the schools in Western Bengal. This has 
led to the difficulty mentioned above. When Eastern Bengal has been reunited 
with Bengal it is desirable that the educational rules should be the same in 
both places.“ . 
1196. With respect to the informstion that neither of the Universities at 
F Aligarh and Benares can have any institutions 
R 88 affiliated to it outside the particular locality where 
it may be established, the Bengalee writes: —“ In 
Bengal the hope was entertained that the Hindu University being established 
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at Benares, the National schools might be affiliated and they wo 
receive a fresh and added impetus. That hope is now nipped in the sar 1 
hope that the matter has not been finally settled. At any rate, we trust these 
who are working for the Hindu and Muhammaden Universities will make an 
effort to widen the scope of their work and the sphere of their control,” 


1197. The Chandpur correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika is 


| informed that, as a result of his inspection of 
wae High School buildings of the Chandpur High School, the ira 


intending Engineer has submitted a detailed report 
to the Chief Engineer, noting therein the various defects in the plan and the 
bad work done during the construction, and has finally recommended the 
dismantling of the whole structure, declaring the building quite unsafe. It js 
not known when the intolerable inconvenience of accommodating the school in 
an uncontrolled area—holding one class here and another at a quarter mile off— 
will be removed. Government, it is requested, will direct its attention to 
remove the sufferings of the pupils and teachers of the school and decide the 
final course it is bent upon taking. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1198. In the course of an article on sanitation, the Bengalee writes: 
The first and foremost duty of a Government is to 
secure the health of the people, as the one essential 
condition to their happiness and their usefulness as members of society. If 
the State has to be protected against foreign aggression and domestic outbreaks 
of Jawlessness, it is of equal, if not of greater, importance that the lives of the 
people should be ensured against the inroads of disease; and no disease is 
more general or more fatal in Bengal than malarial fever. Prosperous villages, 
vast and populous areas, the abode of wealth, health and happiness, have now 
become desolate tracts of country covered with jungle, the resort of wild 
animals. In some of the districts of Bengal, notably in Jessore and Hooghly, 
there has been a sensible decrease of population due to the prevalence of 
malarious fever. We thankfully note that the Government has been roused 
to the gravity of the situation ; and both the Government and the public realize 
that there is no problem more urgent than howto grapple with this terrible 
curse and remove it from the land. We know the limitations of the Provincial 
exchequer ; and for the great ends of sanitation, especially in connection with 
the construction of the arterial drains, help from the Imperial exchequer would 
be needed, But we have a suggestion to make. For the sanitary work of the 
villages, a part of the proceeds of the road cess should he made over to the 
loeal bodies. The road cess is a tax paid by the people in the villages and 
should be available to them for this important purpose. This would involve a 
change in the law. But such a change would be welcomed by public 
opinion.” 
1199. The Benzalee, in a further article on the same subject, remarks :— 
mia „The drainage of swawpy areas is one of the 
wi most effective measures for checking the spread of 
malaria ; and there is no reason why a regular organised system of drainage 
works should not be carried out in the malaria-stricken areas as a part of the 
operations of the Sanitary Department. This work has too often been done 
by fits and starts, It has too often depended upon the temper of the District 
Officer. For instance, we know that in the malaria-stricken district of Jessore, 
a good deal was done in this direction when Mr. Agasti was the District Officer, 
but the work was interrupted or at any rate not vigorously curried out after his 
transfer. Anti-malarial operations should, we think, be planned out over 
extensive areas, the money found for them, and the work vigorously car ried 
out. We appeal to His Excellency Lord Carmichael and Mr. Shams-ul-Huda, 
the Member in charge of the Sanitary Department, to take * this work in a 


thorough and systematic fashion; and they will have entitled themselves to the 
gratitude of the people of Bengal.“ 


Sanitation. 
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1200. On the same subject, the Amriia Basar Pairika writes: We are 
ae ae eeply grateful to the Government for making 
arrengements in connection with the drainage 
system in the malaria-stricken tracts. But are the authorities aware that ‘such 
an enquiry in this respect had already been made, eo far as the districts! in the 
Presidency Division are concerned, by the Drainage Committee appointed in 
1907? The conclusions of this Committee are very valuable. Indeed, they 
recommended strongly the improvement of the drainage system in ‘various 
parts of those districts, and if their recommendations had been carried oyt, 
malaria possibly might have been driven out from a large tract of the — Ol 
1201. With reference to the information that only one Muhammadan 

ae gentleman has been recommended for a nominated 

th oped ore Boerd and membership of the Burdwan District Board; the 
wish Musalman fails to understand why the local autho- 
rities are so partial to one community and so unfavourably disposed to the 
Muhamadans even in the matter of nomination. Some Bind gentlemen who 
used to be returned as elected members do not now stand for election: to 
make room for their other ob- religionists, and as for themselves they are 
sure of going to the Board as nominated members. So they confidently: count 
upou the help of the local authorities, and the result is that the ‘Muhammadans 
are deprived of their legitimate share. Will not the Government come 
forward and prevent such jobberies on the part of local officials? 
1202, Referring to Lord-Carmichael’s ‘remark in the course of his reply 

to the address of the Khulna Distriet Board; the 
Bengali observes that the real reason why: ‘local self. 
government has not been even more sucessful 
than it has been, is that the so-called self-governing bodies have very little real 
power, The remedy lies in the hands of the Government, and the journal 
earnestly hopes Lord Carmichael will apply this remedy before he lays down 

the reins of his great office. e ORES ee es Ragu ark 

1203. The Herald brings to notice that the members of the Sylhet Bar 

Sir Archdale Earle’s visit to Were not allowed to participate in the reception of 
Sylhet. VE the Chief Commissioner. It is painkul to think, 
continues the paper, that some of our officials have 

a knack for offending people on the slightest pretext... Insensible tothe spirit af 
the times, they are in no mood to adapt themselves to the environments f the 
newborn situation, and cannot, indeed, conceal their feeling towards those who 
are unfortunately not of their way of thinking. It therefore gbes without 
saying that the ways of such officials are pbéitivel calculated to undo the effect 
of a policy of conciliation which, one might think, is ascendant in thevéounéels 
of our rulers. It would be seen that oertain matters in ‘connection: with the 
Chief Commissioner's visit to Karimganj, of which an account: u as published 
yesterday, adorned the same tale and pointed to the same moral. And we are 
scarcely surprised that they excited so much of local feelingshßh 
1204. Referring to the information that His e 3? A oo tae a 

„. Council has directed the removal of the name or ba 

niaeae 89 Benode Lal Ghosh from the list of elected Commis- 
cipality. sioners of the ‘Haranagar Municipality, the Indian 
Empire writes: — By his election as Commissioner it had been proved that he 
used; to enjoy the confidence of the people, and by his nomination to the Vice 
(? Chairman), he had been able to secure the good-will of the Commissioners in a 
body. Besides, the authorities when they had been made cognisant of the fact of 
his incarceration did not think fit to intérfere, It is worthy of record that he had 
given a donation of rupees tén thousand to the Dufferin Hospital to open a wing 
in the local dispensary for suffering womankind. May we enquire what had 
transpired since then to move the authorities to remove him, which was done by 
Government order? The miraeles by gods are inecrutable to ordinary mortals.” 
1205. The Chandpur cs e ‘of the Eee oo 7 oe 

.. 4° Vrites: “ Continued and constant though is the 

Toe Peele eee. adverse criticism on the present — adminis- 
tration, the Municipality will never awaken to its senses, and still continues in 
its fantastical way. Grievances, if to be enumerated, are very many in number 
and the rate-payers are simply annoyed. At a meeting of the rate-payers of the 
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Municipality, held on the 30th June last, a Rate-payeis’ Association has hina 
formed, having in view the safeguarding of the various interests of the tax. 
payers, . . . The Association is taking a keen interest in all matters 
touching the interests of the rate-payers and it promises a bright future for the 
residents of the town and will be able to check the waste of money paid by the 
rate-payers and incurred in so-called improvements of the town.“ 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation, 


1206. In a letter to the Bengalee, ‘* Daily Passenger, No. 7, Koila Ghat 


Street, proposes that a ferry service should 

Ferry service across the Hooghly. ted between Howrah 9 and Fairlie Plan 
to run in conjunction with the morning and evening office trains. 
„Imagine a city like Calcutta, the correspondent goes on to say, having no 
means of access to the river from the Howrah Bridge to Chandpal Ghat. Have 
the Port Commissioners forgotten that under the Port Act they are bound to 
provide the public with landing stages at convenient points? Do the Com- 
missioners really think that they have done their duty by the public of Calcutta 
and Howrah by erecting landing places at Armenian and Chandpal Ghats and 
none between? This state of things would be inconceivable in a European 
city. It is time that somebody in power made the Port Commissioners realise 
their obligations to the public. With the improvement of Calcutta coming on, 
living out of town is being advocated all round, yet when a request is made 
for an improvement in the means of transport from the suburbs, a public body 
sets itself against the proposal. Will Lord Carmichael look into the matter? 
1207. Referring to the letter in the vengalee in which A Munsiff com- 
lains of being grossly insulted by a Travelling 
Ticket Inspector of the East Indian Rail way, the 


Tielegraph suggests that as the authorities have not 
contradicted the story, the Government should take up the matter when 


a respectable and responsible officer’s honour is concerned, This is nota 
solitary instance of such incidents, for only the other day a member of the late 
Eastern Bengal Legislative Council was similarly treated by a petty official of 
the Assam Bengal Railway. Indeed, such cases of insult and affront to respect- 
able Indians at the hands of uneducated, ill-mannered Eurasians, more fit to 
associate with coolies than with gentlemen, are getting as frequent as they were 
a few years back, And how can better results be expected if Railway adminis- 
trations make it a point to pe 19d such riff-raff on salaries on which they can 
easily secure the services of educated Indians, from whom better behaviour may 
naturally be looked forward to ? It is the principle that is at fault. The 
case of Sot Gomes is another instance to the point. What should be done is 
to employ educated men as guards, ticket-collectors, station masters, booking 
clerks, etc.; and it is to be hoped that Government would insist on this in the 
interests of the travelling public. As for the present case, the attitude of the 
East Indian Railway is not only incomprehensible but actually reprehensible. 
The word or a respectable Government officer should certainly have weighed 
against that of an irresponsible ticket - collector. | 
1208. The Hindoo Patriot is glad to learn from the reply given by His 
8 ue „ Excellency to the addresses presented to him at 
Jessore and Khulna. = CS-~Sés« Kc lina that a special Public Works Department, to 
be located at Jessore, has been sanctioned with a 
view to make a detailed study of the practical question of what can be done for 
the improvement of the rivers, many of which an silting up. The journal desires, 
however, to point out to His Lordship that similar investigations, were made 
times without number, but with no satisfactory result. Nevertheless it must 
not be understood that the reclamation of the rivers is a physical impossibility. 
It is only the question of cost which has hitherto prevented the Government 
from taking any action in this direction. The paper thinks, however, that. 
financial considerations should not be allowed to interfere with a question of 
supreme importance. Money is being spent like water towards the construction 
of commercial railways and other objects of doubtful utility, and it would be 


a great injustice done to the peop'e if the Government continued to be 
indifferent towards their pressing wants. 


Complaints against Eurasian 
Rail way assistants. 
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1209. “A Sufferer brings to the notice of the Bengalee that during 

: =e 7” the heavy floods of the Mayooraskhi in June 1911, 
The Mayooraskhi embankment. large portion of the embankment near Sinli Hat 
at Narayanpur and Medda in the subdivision of Kandi was swept away. This 
sudden breach in the embankment put the neighbouring villagers to very great 
trouble. They suffered from constant floods ducing the whole of the last rainy 
season, and when the floods receded, it was found that paddy fields of an area of 
about 4 square miles were covered with sand 3 to 4 feet deep. This has 
brought most of the cultivators to the verge of starvation, and many of them 
have alreudy left their houses and lands to seek some other means of livelihood. 
News of the heavy flood was duly circulated in the press, and as it was also 
ublished in the Caleutia Gasetie, it may be surmised that the local authorities 
— this to the notice of the Government. As the people apprehended a 
further loss of crops and lands, petitions from various villages were submitted 
in the early part of July 1911. Since then the villagers have made several 
written and verbal representations to the authorities. The rainy season has 
come and the embankment is still wide open, and people within an area of 


about 7 square miles are living in constant fear of floods. The local authorities 


were long ago trying to raise the estimated cost (Rs. 3, 000 only) from the local 


gamindars. This sum, too, has long since been subscribed, and yet the work has 


not yet been taken in hand. 

1210. The Bengalee publishes a memorial of the residents of Tittagarh 
and other places in the neighbourhood of Barrack- 
pur to the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, requesting 
that the Eastern Bengal State Railway be moved to construct a permanent 
over-bridge at Talpukur. The journal desires to associate itself with the prayer 
of the memorialists. It think that an over-bridge should be made over the 
road mentioned in the memorial. On both sides of the road the villages are 
thickly populated, and there have been many accidents owing to the absence of 
an over-bridge. ‘The over-bridge will cost about Rs. 30,000; but it is worth 
spending this money to ensure the safety of the Iccal population. It desires 
to call the attention of the Railway authorities to this matter. 


A serious grievance. 


(h)— General. 


1211. A sufferer” writes to the Bengalee:—“‘It is regretted that an 
allowance granted by the Government to His 
Majesty’s petty officials in addition to their pay, by 
way of grain compensation, bas since been discontinued, while the eatables 
are in no way cheaper than before. It is the postal officials who are suffering 
much for its being withdrawn, as it was of immense relief to their band - to- 
mouth living. Now it is hoped that our venerable Government will kindly 
take up the matter and recognise the system once more for the sake of its 
poorest and humblest officials.” 
1212. In a letter tothe Bengalee, ‘‘Truth” writes :—* Several articles 
have appeared off and on, in the Calcutta news- 
apers during the past few months, pointing out 
the scandalous method of filling vacancies in the Calcutta General Post Office. 


Grain allowance. 


Postal appointments. 


It is not known what action, if any, has been taken on them by the Postal 


authorities, for such matters are always treated as confidential with a view, no 
doubt, to attain a twofold purpose that may easily be guessed. It is high 
time that the India Government should direct their attention to the subject 
if the Director-General and the Postmaster-General are unable to improve 
matters.“ | 
1213. Commenting on the general progress of this country, the Herald 
writes :—** We would respectfully suggest to the 
popular leaders that all the movements they initiate 
must primarily aim at making the people of this country true Indians. A 
civilisation which is not our own should never be foisted on the natives of the 
soil. The progress of the country should conform to the spirit of the people. 
Only those industrial developments and social improvements should be intro- 
duced in this country which are in allegiance to the genius of the country. To 


‘The lines of progress. 
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the rulers we would submit that their sincere desire to uplift the people of th: 
country will only succéed if in the institution af all their 5 1 
ment they keep the above view prominently before their eyes; and that We 
will understand the deep tie that binds us with our rulers only when. this ig 
observed; that we will perceive tbe sacredness of the ties chat should bind the 
two peoples for the welfure of both only when we ure trus to our ideals and aot 
seekers after many different models. It is only when we are true Indians and 
can take our stand as a genuine people on an equal footing with all other 
nations that form the Empire that we will understand the value of our position 

. Mes % ͤ Ch, SE BN 
1214, In the course of a long article on self-govern nent and: provincial 
_,, autonomy, the Bengalse urges : Who will say to 

1 and provincial à nation of three hundred. millions of ‘hight 
n intelligent human beings, Tus far chälb yen go 
and no further’? Even the goal of the Government of India, as wo bave 
repeatedly said, is not our goal. Provincial autonomy will no more finally 
satisfy our people than local self. government has done so far, or would do even 
if it were far more real than it is. But the declaration of the Government (of 
India has been welcomed by public opinion, because it has definitely promised 
to us what we regard as a necessary stage in our goal. 
1215. Now that the Governor is going to pass nearly two months at 
a sri Dacca, the Aar. Batar Patrita hopes that His 
“wo Excellency will be pleased to make some enquiry 
into the bistory of the manufacture of the famous muslins of Dacca, which 
has now practically disappeared from that town. From an official: report 
ablished about three years ago, the journal gathers that even when the decline 
ad commenced and when the trade was in the hands of the East India 
Company, in the beginning of the last century, the value of the exports of 
Dacca malmal was estimated at £120,000 yearly. It is to be hoped that 


1 * 


steps will be taken to revive this valuable industry. SE RRS 

1216. With respect to the partition of Mymensingh, the Amrita‘: Bazar 
Patrika declares that the four millions of people 
in Mymeneingh entertain a feeling of kinship for 
one another. Is not thisa great asset in the district? Should not every 
Mymensingh man be proud of the fact that numerically they are forty lakhs 
strong ; that if they can combine and each of them contribute only one rupee 
they can raise sufficient money for the regeneration of their district? But if 
they are halved, not only will the neighbourly feeling that hag existed among 
them from time immemorial depart for ever, but the two ‘some’ districts will 
each grow weaker in every respect, and none of them will-be able to achieve 
any great object. Surely every Mymensinghist who hes a drop:ef love for his 
district should be able to see and realize this great evil of the partition. When 
Jessore and Khulna were one district, Jessore was a power in the land. 
But now Jessore is practically dead, while Khulna is somehow or other 
managing itself. : | 

1217. The Bengalee is informed that the subdivisions of Rajmahal and 
Jamtara will most probably be incorporated with the 
| Presidency of Bengal. This is good so far as it 
goes, says the journal. Jamtara and Rajmahal are Bengali-speaking subdivi- 
sions; and they ought to be incorporated into the Presidency of Bengal. But 
there is still a large Bergali-epeaking population in the fringe area who can, in 
no sense, be said to belong.to Bihar ind who should form part of our i residence 
and be included in the administration that controls the affairs of the Bengali 
nation, A Presidency Government js a distinctly higher form of administra- 
tion than a Lieutenant-Governorship, though the latter may be provided with 
an Executive Council. It is scarcely fair to our people in the fringe area that 
they should not be included in this higher form of administration and premit- 
ted to work out their national evolution with the rest of their countrymen. 
It is a part of their natural aud indefeasible right, and they canslot'be deprived 
of it except for the strongest reasons. We fail to see what those reasons are 
in the present case. Mere ‘considerations of administrative convenience will 
not suffice. The Bengali; speaking population in the fringe area, lying outside 
of Bihar, can be of no service to the Government or the people of Bihar. 


The partition of Mymensingh. 


The redistribution of territories. . 
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They will always be dissatisfied with their lot. The elements of discontent 
and unrest will always be present and the agitation for incorporation into 
. will never die out, but will, as opportunities arise, be renewéd from 
time to time. Forming a part of Bihar they will be a source of embarrassment 
to Bihar and the Government of Bihar ; and in their agitation they will always 
receive the sympathies of their countrymen in Bengal, who will inevitably share 
their dissatisfactidn. The cause of conciliation will thus suffer, and an 
unhappy source of irritation and unrest will be kept alive. We are glad to 
learn that it is practically settled that Rajmahal and Jamtara should form par 
ofthe Presidency of Bengal. But that is not enough. The whole of the 
Sonthal Parganas, where the court-language is Bengali, should be incorporated 
into Bengal, and we trust this will yet be done. We are glad to learn that the 
inclusion of the Manbhum district and of the subdivision of Kishe jin 
Purnea is under consideration. We hope they will both form part of Bengal. 
But what about Sylhet ? Is the oft-repeated prayer of a united people, of both 
Hindus and Muhammiadans, for their inelusion in Bengal to count for nothing ? 
Is the fetish of administrative convenience still to dominate the counsels of 
our rulers and be regarded as sufficient to nullify the united voice of a whole 
community? We cannot allow ourselves to be treated as children. We have 
long cast off our swaddling clothes and have entered into the heritage of 
maturity. We earnestly appeal tothe Government to look into the case of 
Sylhet not merely from the administrative, but from the larger point of view 
of popular interest. We hope this will yet be done“ . 
1218. With regard to the Jagatshi affair, the Amrita Basar Patrika 
n observes that the attitude adopted by Sir Archdale 
a Earle is the right one to be adopted in all such 
cases. Had Assam not a ruler of bis sagacity and level-headedness, who 
knows that a needless fuss and discovery of germs of sedition in évery bush 
would not have been the result, followed by indiscriminate house-searches, 
unwarranted sulum to those arrested, and so forth? 
1219. In the course * an article oe * 3 * $6 yi Nomadic 
: overnment of Bengal,” the Indian Mirror writes 
nT that there is no reason why the Governor should 
take slong with him, either to Dacca or to Darjeeling, a complete official 
paraphernalia. The Secretariats might work in full strength all the year 
round at Calcutta, only the Goyernor’s personal staff acoompanying bim to 
Dacca and Darjeeling. Meuns of communication have become so easy by 
accelerated post and telegraph that, wherever the Governor may be, ‘his 
commands can reach the Secretariat without causing any convenience. Another 
desirable thing is to retain the sittings of the Council during the rainy season, 
The Governor’s presence at the Council is not particularly necessary, as the 
senior member can preside over the meetings. 


IJI.—Legis.ation, 


1220. The Indian Empire is at a loss to understand on whaf principle 
the Maharaja of Darbhanga has been appointed a 
member of the Bihar Executive Council. The 
whole Indian Hindus owe a debt of gratitude to the Maharaja for his great 
sacrifice in the canse of the Hindu University, Besides, the nobleman poss- 
esses a head and heart, which is rare among any scion of the aristocracy 
of Bengal. In eg of that, we strongly protest against the policy of hoisting 
the e who is by training and nature unequal to the task of controlling 
a number of Government departments, which are properly the oocupation of 8 
hard-working individual with proper training.” 


The Maharaja of Darbhanga. 


V. - Pnosrrors OF THE Crops aND ConpITION or THE PEOPLE. 


1221. The Mussalman protests against the steeping of jute near dwelling 
. houses or in places close to inhabited localities 
n Mn in rural areas. In those villages where the 
inhabitants are all or mostly illiterate, and consequently totally ignorant o: 
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certain distance from dwelling houses and ordering that it sh 
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the ordinary rules of sanitation, the diseases and deaths are not in.a small 
measure due to the indiscriminate steeping of jute. Accordingly it is incumbent 
upon Government to take early steps to do something in the matter. Jute 
is a great industry of this Presidency, and no patriotic inhabitant of Bengal 
desires that there should be any obstacle to its free production. What is 
necessary in this connection is only to regulate the L of steeping jute, 
and we think if the Government issues a circular N it within a 
d be don 
in open places, then it will no longer remain a great nuisance as it is at 
resent. About 16 or 17 years ago the then Subdivisional Magistrate of 
asirhat in the district of 24-Parganas issued some such order and the result 

was highly satisfactory. A few cultivators were prosecuted and convicted 
for steeping jute in a river of which the water was used for drinking and other 
purposes, and this had a great deterrent effect on others.” 

1<22. With reference to the report that the total area of jute sown in 
the province has increased, the Amrita Bazar Pat. 
rita writes that on examination the news is not as 
| welcome as it seems, The total acreage absorbed 
by jute means so much area taken from rice-cultivation. | | 

„The raiyats who produce jute earn more than those producing rice. But 
most of the profit of the industry goes elsewhere. The raw jute is purchased 
by foreign merchants and mostly converted into gunny-cloths and gunny-bags 
in the mills with which both the banks of the Ganges are studded up to a 
distance of 25 to 30 miles from Calcutta. These, again, are sent abroad for 
packing the articles to be exported. With all this the children of the soil have 
little or nothing to do. Whereas rice, which is being steadily supplanted by 
jute, forms the principal staple food not only of Bengal, but of many other 
parts of the country. The. prospect raised by the gradual displacement of the 
one by the other is, therefore, dismal enough in all conscience and should 
provide serious food for reflection of all well-wishers of the province. | 

Let us not be misunderstood. We are not 1 4 jute- cultivation. On 
the other hand, we are strongly in favour of it. This jute crop, if properly 
managed, will add vastly to the wealth of the province. Indeed, its abolition 
should he regarded as a nutional misfortune. In spite of the remarks of the 
Indigo Commissioners in their report that every chest of indigo was dyed 
with the raiyat's blood, we deeply deplored and still deplore the loss of this 
industry. Our contention, however, is that both jute and indigo should be 
cultivated in such a way as not to deprive us of the urgent necessaries of life.“ 


Jute versus rice. 


V1I.— MIsceLLANEOUs. 


1223. The Mussalman writes :— ‘‘ The Muhammadans demand a propor- 
tionute and equitable share of the educational 
rants, anda section of the Hindu community 
are opposed to it, inasmuch as they know that the satisfaction of this claim 
of the Muhammadans will decrease the benefit which they are at present 
deriving from these grants. In District and Local Boards and Municipalities 
the Muhammadans are very inadequately represented. They demand an 
adequate representation of their community in those bodies and have been 
for the time being, #.¢., until better statutory provision is made for their 
representation, asking the Government to do justice to them by appointments 
by nomination. And in our opinion it is the duty of Maulvi Shams-ul-Huda 
as the Indian Member of the Executive Council to exercise his influence in 
holding the balance even between the different communities in matters in 
which their interests clash, When he said that he would not sacrifice the 
interests of his own community to purchase a reputation for impartiality he 
very appropriately added, But you may be perfectly sure that whatever 
I may do to advance the interests of my community in any particular matter, 
I shall always be prepared to do exactly the same thing with reference to 
other communities when they are similarly placed.’ So Maulvi Shams-ul- 
Huda is not at all bent upon doing anything to the Muhammadans which 
he would not do to other communities similarly placed.” . 


Hindus and Muhammadans. 
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1224. With reference to Sir John MacDonnell’s words in the course of 

his address before the first International Congress 

Self-denial of the Hindus. of Races that the self-denyin virtues are the 

roots of political aptitude,” the Bengalee observes :—“ The life of the Hindu 

from the highest to the lowest is one long-continued act of self-denial. The 

head of the family lives for its subordinate members. The members live for 

each other. Self-denial is the key-note of every Hindu household ; and a race 

ossessed of this great virtue, if we are to accept the dictum of Sir John 

MacDonnell, ought to have a = political future before it. We are confident 
that such is its portion in the decree of an all-wise Providence.” 


J. S. WILSON, 
Specl. Asst. to the Deputy Inspr.-Genl. of Police, 


OFFICE OF THE Bencat SEECIAL Depr., 
9, Ex.ysium Row, 


The 20th July 1912. 
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